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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


SAUDI CONFERENCE INACTION CRITICIZED 
Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 1-7 Feb 81 p 8 
[Editorial: "Out of Touch--Out of Action") 


(Text) The Taif declaration on Jerusalem once more demonstrates the inability 
of the Arab rulers to abide by the consensus of the Arab masses. 


The Taif declaration called for an economic boycott against Israel. It is no 
secret that most Arab governments are buying products and services from companies 
on the Arab boycott list. 


The Arab boycott has been in effect for many years, yet its true effect is 
negligible because the Arab rulers have not enforced their own declarations 

for their own selfish personal interests and survival. Why then should the non- 
Arab Moslem nations heed the call of boycott when those calling for the boycott 
are not abiding by it. 


Saudi Arabia professes to be the defender of Islam, their rulers have declared 
"Jihad" to liberate Jerusalem. Yet Jerusalem is still under occupation and who 
is the occupier's benefactor--none other than the US government, Saudi Arabia's 
good friend. 


Saudi Arabia can utilize its financial strength and oil resources to liberate 
Jerusalem if it chooses to do so: 


-=-by liquidating its reported $60 billion in US treasury notes and removing 
their assets from US banks. 


--by imposing an oil embargo against the US. 
The US is not a stranger to boycott or embargoes. The US used embargoes against 


China, Cuba and communist countries of eastern Europe for many years. The latest 
is the wheat embargo against the Soviet Union. 


The US respects strength and people of determination. Unless the Arabs resolve 
to use the wealth at their disposal, their declarations, boycott and embargoes 
are nothing but hollow words that the world has ignored and will continue to 
ignore. 





What are the Arab masses to conclude from thie but that the Arab heads of 


states are not willing to resolve the Jerusalem issue for their own selfish 
desires and interests. 


How long do the rulers think they can ignore the wishes of the Arab masses? 


The wealth and resources of the Arab world must be utilized to achieve the 
liberation of Jerusalem. 


CSO: 4820 














INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB HUMAN RIGHTS, ANTI-ISRAEL CAMPAIGN IN WEST URGED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 15 Dec 80 p 6 


[Interview with Dr ‘Abdullah Sharaf al-Din, President of the International Organi- 
zation for the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination; Date and Place 
of Interview not Given] 


[Text] Dr ‘Abdullah Sharaf al-Din occupies the highest unionist position [in the 
Arab world] which is related to human rights. He is the president of the Inter- 
national Organization for the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, a 
member of the standing bureau of the union of jurists and member of the committee 
for human rights in the Arab homeland. 


The interview with Dr Sharaf al-Din focused on a basic and diversified issue. In 
fact, it is the most prominent current Arab issue, namely, the phenomenon of Arab 
divisions and the failure and inability of the Arab world to confront its problems 
positively and decisively. 


Dr Share*® al-Din says: “The present disarray and divisions which plague the Arab 
Maghreb and the Arab east alike, as well as our inability to face the Zionist 
entity in a serious and decisive manner are all due to the failure of the Arab 
people, especially the educated segments, to participate in the task of facing wp 
to the conditions which surround the region and the plots which are hatched against 
it. The fundamental and major cause of that is the absence of democracy and the 
inability of the Arab citizen to exercise his basic human rights. Prisons in the 
Arab world are crowded with people who are under torture, and other Arab citizens 
are being chased, hunted down and physically liquidated all over the world. 


"If the educated citizens and intellectuals are to carry out their duties and 
responsibilities, they must organize themselves in institutions which will strive to 
defend the freedom of the Arab citizen and secure his basic rights. 


"On the other hand, it seems that the Arab leaders have concentrated their 

efforts on stockpiling arms without paying much attention to the Zionist influence 
in the Western world and the United States. Since the partition of Palestine in 
1947, the Arabs have been sustaining successive defests in 1956 and 1967 as a 
result of the Western powers’ support of the Zionist entity. Undoubtedly, those 
powers act in accordance with the electoral results among their peoples, Zionism 
has been aware of this fact and as a result has devoted its full attention to the 











task of spreading ite propaganda in the Western world, via the press, television 

and cinema, As a result, the common man in the West has become drugged and con- 

ditioned by the messages and directives of Zionism transmitted to him through the 
media," 


Dr Sharaf al-Din went on to say: "Many among us know that 50 percent of the world 
press, more than 40 percent of the television networks in the West and more than 
‘0 percent of the publishing houses are owned by the World Zionist Organization 
and are run and directed by it. Therefore, it is a must for us to pay attention 
to that aspect of our battle and to encounter the Zionist propaganda in the 
Western world by establishing and founding international organizations which can 
fulfill that task. If the Arab states earmarked only a emall portion of the 
billions of dollars which they spend on buying warplanes, tanks and other arms 

and used that money to influence the European and American public opinion, we 
would be able to neutralize those countries at least." 


About the international organization against racial discrimination, he said that 
after the UN resolution which regards Zionism as a form of racism, some intel- 
lectuals, acting through the bar association in Libya, formed the International 
Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. "That 
organization includes prominent figures from Africa, Asia, Europe, the United 
States and Canada. In recent years the organization participated in many symposiums 
and conventions related to fighting racism in general and Zionism in particular. 
It is now possible to present the Arab viewpoint to the world through this organi- 
zation and its branches in Canada, the Caribbean region, Greece, Siri Lanka, 
Britain and France. There is no doubt that the presentation of the Arab viewpoint 
through non-Arab sources is more effective. 


9254 
CSO: 4802 











INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO SPOKESMAN COMMENTS ON CAMP DAVID, EUROPEAN INITIATIVE 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 16 Dec 80 p 17 


[Interview with 'Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar, Official Spokesman of the PLO, by 
AL-QABAS Correspondent Khalil al-Taqi in Damascus; Date of Interview Not Given] 


[Text] ‘Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar, official spokesman of the PLO, says that the 
only alternative to the Camp David accords is the complete and final defeat of the 
accords and that the Palestinian revolution has succeeded in extracting a resolu- 
tion from the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) declaring that the Camp David 
accords are invalid and illegitimate insofar as the Palestine question is con- 
cerned. 


In an extensive and wide-ranging interview with AL-QABAS, Abu Mayzar said that the 
relationship between armed struggle and political struggle is as organic and 
symoiotic as that between sowing and reaping. The gun sows and politics reaps. 
When you don't sow, you don't reap. A cause does not win simply because it is 
just, for the world does not support a just cause on its own merits but supports 
those who fight for the sake of a just cause. 


He noted that the just cause of the Palestinian people so far received the support 
of 59 resolutions by the United Nations and its various agencies--an unprecedented 
record by any issue in the world. Nevertheless, the Palestinian revolution is con- 
vinced that resolutions alone cannot liberate homelands, that armed struggle is 
inevitable, that the political and international victories and gains should be 
translated into concrete reality on the ground. 


Commenting on the withdrawal (to take place before 15 November) provided for by the 
recommendation which was made by UNGA at its extraordinary session, Abu Mayzar 
said: "This was not a recommendation. It was a resolution taken by UNGA at an 
urgent, extraordinary meeting. I must point out here that political resolutions 
taken by UNGA in ordinary sessions are regarded as recommendations, whereas those 
taken in an extraordinary session, under the ‘Uniting for Peace’ resolution, No 
377, have the force of executive resolutions. Usually, UNGA does not convene an 
extraordinary session under the ‘Uniting for Peace’ resolution, unless efforts at 
the Security Council to pass a resolution on an issue of international peace and 
security are thwarted by a veto. 














"This is what happened in regard to the Palestine question, The Palestine ques- 
tion has been before the Security Council since 1967, but the United States 

vetoed various draft resolutions affirming the rights of the Palestinian Arab 
people. We were compelled, therefore, to call for an extraordinary session of 
UNGA. The action taken by that session can in no way be regarded as a recommenda~ 
tion because it is a resolution which has an executive character. It represents 

a major political and moral gain because it has put an end to Resolution 242 which 
the PLO has rejected and will continue to reject. Through our struggle in the 
international arena, we have largely succeeded in defeating that resolution in 
effect. We have done so by taking the following steps: 


1) We went to the United Nations and asked it to enter our issue as a separate 
issue on its agenda. 


2) Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the PLO's executive committee, went to the United 
Nations. It was the first time a Palestinian leader presents the Palestine ques- 
tion in toto before the General Assembly. As a result of its deliberations, the 
General Assembly issued Resolution 3236 which affirmed the national rights of our 
people to their homeland in Palestine, to repatriation, self-determination without 
outside interference, sovereignty and independence. We were later able to obtain 
a new resolution, No 3237, in which the General Assembly recognized the PLO as the 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian Arab people. By virtue of that 
resolution, the PLO was accepted as an observer in the General Assembly. Through 
all these resolutions and movers, we were able to put an end to Resolution 242. 
That resolution has lost its political, legal and woral standing in the Arab world 
when the Arab foreign and economy ministers, meeting in Amman in July 1980, 
announced for the first time since 1973 that they reject and denounce Resolution 
242. Moreover, that resolution has no standing in the international arena as a 
basis for the settlement of the so-called Middle East problem. 


"We were conscious of the need to use the extraordinary session of the General 
Assembly as one of the weapons which we use in our political and diplomatic struggle 
in the international sphere. The assembly's resolution confirms our national 

rights and states that the session shall remain open and standing. We can call on 
the General Assembly whenever we wish to resume its session and discuss the issue. 


"True, the resolution did specify a date for the wit.drawal of Israel and the date 
has lapsed on 15 November without result. Long experience has taught us that 

Israel does not comply witii UN resolutions. By its Zionist nature which is in com- 
plete conflict with international legitimacy, Israel has failed to implement a 
single UNGA resolution on the Palestine question. We have nevertheless kept the 
door open for consultation between the UN Secretary General and the UN committee for 
the rights of the Palestinian Arab people." 


‘Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar went on to say in his interview with AL-QABAS: "Natural- 
ly, Israel is concerned by UN resolutions because those resolutions reveal to the 
fullest extent, the degree of Israel's isolation in the world. Israel's aggressive 
and expansionist Zionist designs have been exposed all over the world. That isola- 
tion has begun to reflect on the United States in particular. This is natural. 

The aggressive and expansionist Zionist policies will have the same fate of policies 











that are contrary to the trend ot history. They will push Israel and those who 
support it to isolation and defeat." 


Abu Mayzar adds: "With regard to the Yalestine question aud the Middle East 
crisis, we were able 2 years ago to obtain a resolution from the General Assembly 
proclaiming the invalidity and illegitimacy of the Camp David accords insofar as 
the Palestine question is concerned. The frantic efforts which are being exerted 
by the parties to the Camp David agreement will, of course, end in failure. Any 
agreement which is reached without the legitimate sanction of the Palestinians, the 
Arabs, the Islamic world aud the international community, through UN resolutions, 
is doomed to failure, because the Camp David plans are in total conflict with 
international legitimacy and UN resolutions. Therefore, those accords are binding 
only on those who signed them. The Egyptian people have begun to express their 
rejection of the substance of the Camp David plans as well as their rejection of 
what is called normalization of relations. Reports received from Cairo daily con- 
firm an upsurge in popular indignation over the political line toed by the 
Egyptian regime." 


Abu Mayzar then commented on the European initiative and the Palestinian parties 
which are said to be sympathetic to that initiative. He told AL-QABAS: "It should 
be made clear that the Camp David formula and accords are an interconnected 
political, economic, military and social American strategy through which the 
United States sought to formulate its policy in the Middle East with the aim of 
liquidating the Israel-Israeli conflict in favor of Zionism and imperialism, 
imposing the American-Zionist umbrella on the Arab region, liquidating the accom- 
plishments of the Arab liberation movement and creating a new pact between Israel 
and al-Sadat's regime as an alternative to the CENTO pact which was undermined by 
the Iranian revolution. That formula stil. stands and the United States has not 
backed down from its attempts to carry out that formula. Therefore, the situation 
calls for more Palestinian and Arab struggle in order to knock down that formula 
for good. 


"We in the Palestinian revolution are aware of the dimensions of this strategy. 
The resolutions taken by the Palestine National Council at its 14th session, held 
in Damascus early in 1979, were a true expression of the unanimous Palestinian 
position on the Camp David accords, and especially the American imperialist 
strategy which was reflected in the Camp David accords. 


"With regard to the European initiative, other initiatives and Palestinian 
activities in the international arena, I wish to clarify the following facts: 

We regard the whole world as an arena of Palestinian struggle for the sake of 
deepening the world opinion's awareness of our rights and winning the largest 
possible number of political supporters. In our political and informational 
struggle in the European arena, we distinguish between political struggle and 
informational struggle. There is a clear difference between struggling politically 
in all fields so as to win friends and supporters and accepting solutions that are 
proposed here or there. We still cannot say that there are European initiatives. 
All we have are statements that have been issued by the European community in 
Venice and Luxembourg. The PLO has a clear position on this matter. It coincides 
with the Syrian position which is equally clear, The European statement in no way 














represents an initiative, It ie in essence a weak political statement which 
Clearly seeks to avoid angering the United States. The European statement is not 
predicated on a rejection of the Camp David accords, Our evaluation of it, there- 
fore, is accurate, objective and sound. 


"Events have confirmed the soundnese of our views on the Venice declaration and 
the planned Luxembourg meeting. The NATO council met shortly after the issuance 
of the Venice declaration, with the participation of the United States, but 
nothing positive came out of that meeting with regard to self-determination or 
the PLO or with regard to the Palestinian Arab people's right to repatriation and 
self-determination. 


"Therefore, we have no illusions about the extent to which Europe can play a role. 
We should not forget an objective fact which imposes itself on international 
politics, namely, that where there ts no independent defense policy, it is diffi- 
cult to imagine that there would ve an independent foreign policy. We must always 
remember that Europe falle under the European umbrella and is an integral part of 
the American strategy. That does not mean at all that there is no conflict in 
interests or a divergence in views between some of the European stetes and the 
United States. But we would be miscalculating if we imagined for a single moment 
that such a conflict or divergence in interests and views with regard to events 
in the Middle East can reach the point of confrontation between the European and 
the American positions. It is our duty to seek to deepen these divisions and 
learn how to take advantage of them. But we should not have any illusions about 
the limits of European positions." 


‘Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar then spoke about the Palestine question after long years 
of armed struggle in the occupied homeland and the political and diplomatic suc- 
cesses which have been achieved on the inter ational level. He said: ‘We have to 
emphasize first of all that the Palestine question remains very much a strong 
issue, perhaps stronger than ever before. Developments in the Arab region have 
proved that the Palestine issue was and still is the central issue in the life of 
the Arab nation and that all the attempts which have taken place over the past 
years to obliterate that issue and liquidate it have failed. 


"We in the PLO believe that a cause does not win merely because it is a just one. 
The world does not support justice on irs own merits, but supports those who fight 
for justice. Our people have gone through a powerful experience through which 
they have demonstrated their ability to endure. That was through the largest 
peaceful demonstration mounted by any people in the world when they sat in their 
tent camps, scattered all around the borders of Palestine, waiting for world con- 
science to stir in support of their national rights. But the peaceful cries of 
the Palestinians failed to stir the world. Nor was the world moved by the appeals 
made by the Palestinian Arab people in the forums and assemblies of the world. 
Only then did our people realize that our cause requires strugglers and fighters 
if it is ever to win, that sacrifices are called for. And so our people were 
forced to take up arms. Yes, I say that our people have tried struggle by peaceful 
means as an expression of their belief in justice and peace, but that peaceful! 
struggle, which extended from 1948 to 1965, failed to spur world conscience anc to 
prompt the Western powers to change their positions of hostility and conspiracy 
against Palestinian and Arab rights. 














"The emergence of the Palestinian revolution early in 1965 demonstrated that our 
people became convinced that armed struggle wae inevitable as a means to correct 
the grave, historical injustice that was inflicted on the Palestinian Arab people, 
In our struggle, we do not separate between che gun and politics, The relationship 
between armed struggle and political struggle is as organic and symbiotic as the 
relationship between sowing and reaping. The gun sows and politics reaps, When 
there is no sowing, there is no reaping. Herein lies the importance of our 
adherence to armed struggle. We in the Palestinian revolution feel that a great 
deal of credit for the political victories and gains which we have achieved in the 
Arab and international arenas goes to the use of arms." 


The official spokesman for the executive committee of the PLO then commented to 
AL=QABAS about the emphasis of Palestinian struggle on political means. He said: 
"The facts which are cited tn support of that view require correction. Military 
operations have not ceased inside the occupied homeland. One only needs to cite 
the reports broadcast by the Zionist enemy, even though these reports are usually 
less than the actual reality. We can deduce from these reports that armed struggle 
has not abated or ceased for one minute inside the occupied homeland. Suffice it 
to note that when the onslaught of Zionist settlers inside the occupied Palestinian 
territories reached a new intensity, our people inside, acting through their armed 
cadres and revolutionaries who form the armed groups inside, demonstrated their 
belief in armed struggle. Our people confronted the settlement movements with 
determination. The Hebron operation, for example, was one of the operations which 
were carried out by our people on the inside and which largely destroyed the 
effectivenese of the settlement policy. Just recently, the Palestinian revolution 
waged a major battle with the Zionist enemy in the Beauforte castle. We have to 
remember that the operation carried out by the Zionist enemy was not a transient 
raid but a large-scale military operation in which the Israeli army's stronger 
brigade--the Golani brigade--took part, with the assistance of another auxiliary 
brigade and the air force. The enemy's chief of staff has admitted that the losses 
incurred by the enemy in that battle exceeded the general command's projections 

and expectations. 





"There is no truth to the impression that the Palestinian revolution prefers 
political action to military action. As I said, the association between the two 
types of action is organic. But this does not mean that at some stage it would not 
become necessary to emphasize one type of action rather than the other. In this 
particular phase, we believe that we definitely need to escalate the armed struggle, 
especially since our cause is one of the few and rare causes in history which have 
received more international resolutions and gains than all other causes. Suffice 
it to point out that the latest resolution passed at the extraordinary session of 
the General Assembly brings the number of resolutions taken by the UN and its 
specialized agencies with regard to the Palestine question to 59. This leads us 

to a natural and logical conclusion, namely, that resolutions alone do not liberate 
countries, Armed struggle is also needed. International political victories and 
gains have to be translated into a reality on the ground." 


Abu Mayzar added in his statements to AL-QABAS: "We always give priority to the 
struggle inside the occupied territories. Over the past few years, the Palestinian 
revolution was able, thanks to its revolutionary experience and struggle, to build 











bases inside the occupied homeland, Therefore, operations mounted from outside the 
occupied territories are limited because of the existence of our cadres inside the 
territories and because these cadres possess substantial capabilities to deal with 
the enemy successfully and effectively in the language of armed struggle. for 
example, there was the Dalal al-Mughrabi operation, The aim of that operation was 
to destroy the theory of Ieraeli security. We have thus demonstrated to the world 
that Israel's propaganda claims about secure borders and the need for military 

and geographic safeguards are groundless, The operations which are mounted from 
outside the occupied territories are limited in their goals and dimensions, The 
main action inside the occupied homeland is that which is originated by the 
revolutionary cadres of the Palestinian revolution within the occupied territories, 


"Since its inception, the Palestinian revolution has been in a state of attack in- 
sofar as the armed struggle is concerned. The initiative is continuously in the 
hands of the Palestinian revolution. The escalation of operations inside the 
occupied homeland represents a successful transfer of the battle to its natural and 
basic grounds. We believe in and promote efforts aimed at escalating avusd struggle 
inside the occupied homeland. This is our major goal." 


Commenting on the attempts made by the Zionist enemy to discredit the Palestinian 
revolution by associating it with terrorism, ‘Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar said: "First 
of all, we have to point out that we expect anything and everything from the enemy. 
We do not expect justice or an objective evaluation of our struggle from the enemy 
who is usurping our land, desecrating our sanctities, violating the charter of human 
rights trampling international legitimacy. But we can say that we are one of the 
few revolutions in the world which were able to win the support of international 
legitimacy for its armed struggle. There are several United Nations resolutions 
which give the Palestinian Arab people the right to employ armed struggle by 
various means in order to regain their national rights and bring an end to the 
occupation of their homeland. 


"In that sense, we have no problem or complex. As a Palestinian revolution, we are 
against terrorism. We do not believe in terrorism because our actions are not 
terroristic but represent a legitimate struggle which has the protection and fullest 
support of the international community and UNGA. We have a just cause and our 
struggle is legitimate. The whole world recognizes the justice of our cause. 
Suffice it to say that 12 nations supported the resolution on Palestine at the 
extraordinary UNGA session. Only 7 states, including America, Israel and some small 
countries, opposed that resolution. The abstension of some other states is tanta- 
mount to a tacit condemnation of the Zionist aggression. 





"We can say that no other cause has received as much international support as the 
Palestinian cause received at the extraordinary UNGA session. More than two-thirds 
of the members of the General Assembly unanimously agreed (hat peace in the Middle 
East should be preceded by complete and unconditional withdrawal from all occupied 
Palestinian and Arab territories and by enabling the Palestinian Arab people to 
exercise their national rights to return to their homes as well as their right to 
self-determination and the establishment of an independent state on their national 
soil." 
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Appraising the Soviet Union's positions and its aid to the Arabs, Abu Mayzar said: 
"Piret, we believe that the only substitute to the Camp David accords is the down- 
fall of these accords, As long as the Camp David accords remain, there can be no 
discussion of a political settlement in the Middle East, because the Camp David 
accords have upset the strategic balance between us and the Zionist enemy. We 
realize that Camp David ie an equation. We say that it is an American strategic 
equation, It has established a regional force made up of al-Sadat and Israel and 
backed by an international power which is the United States. It is necessary 
therefore to achieve a strategic balance which can defeat that formula and bring 

it down. To thwart that formula, it is necessary to build an intrinsic Arab force 
backed by a strong alliance with the socialist camp. America's direct and blatant 
influential role in the aggression embodied by American imperialism which has 

spawn the Camp David formla makes the presence of Arab regional forces most closely 
associated and allied with the socialist countries, especially the Soviet Union, an 
urgent national need, in order to protect Arab independence, reinforce Arab 
steadfastness and confront the Camp David designs bravely and efficiently. 


"We call on Europe to reject the Camp David accords and adopt an independent stance 
that is detached from the policy of the United States and that would recognize 
international legitimacy which has affirmed the national rights of the Palestinian 
Arab people. As we ask Europe to do 80, we also believe that this is part of our 
political struggle in this important international arena. 


"But as I said earlier, we do not have any illusions about this matter. I do not 
think that any Palestinian faction has any illusions about this matter. European 
statements may occasionally evince certain flexibility. But they do not hold 
great promise and hope. They merely state a European position and contribute to 
further duping some optimistic Arabs who imagine that the cure will come from 
Europe. I say they delude themselves because there is a point beyond which Europe 
cannot go. In other words, as long as Europe remains under the umbrella of NATO 
which is led by the United States, the most it can do is give advice to America and 
try to formulate a joint position which caters to the overall Western interests in 
the Middle East without being essentially in conflict with American strategy of 
which the NATO strategy is an integral part. 


"The Soviet position on the Arab cause in general and the question of Palestine in 
particular has been a singularly positive one. This is a tangible fact which the 
Arab world has recognized at the Baghdad summit and which was also recognized at 
Islamic conferences. They have all admitted the positive nature of the Soviet 
position. That recognition notwithstanding, some quarters are not acting in a man- 
ner which is required by the situation and by our interests. The Soviet Union 
sides with us in the international forums and gives us material, economic and 
military aid. If we,as Arabs, do not want to recognize the positive nature of 
those positions, let us not at least seek to hurt that strong ally, especially 
since international developments have proved that not a single important and 
complicated problem in the world can be solved without its particulation and views." 
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GUERRILLA LEADERS ZIKRIA, KAHN VISIT NORWAY, ASK SUPPORT 
Zikria Blames Intellectual Youth 

Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 27 Jan 81 p 44 

[Article by ULf Andenaes | 


[Text | The Soviet regime in Afghanistan is trying to gather villagers in the 
capital, Kabul, and other large cities in order to insure better control over the 
inhabitants. Since the communist coup in 1978 the population of Kabul has almost 
doubled to more than 1 million. 


This information was provided by Habib Ahmed Zikria, a spokesman for the resist- 
ance movement, He is in Norway for the week of actions for Afghanistan. Zikria 
used to teach at the university in Kabul and now lives in exile in Paris. 


Part of the background for the communist power takeover in Afghanistan was that 
many of the country's intellectual young people supported the communists in the 
decade prior to the coup, according to the former university teacher. The com- 
munists gained many followers among middle-class students and the younger genera- 
tion of the country's elite. Support for the communists was minimal among tribal 
people and villagers but this had little influence on the political moves in the 
center of power as they unfolded within narrow population groups in the capital. 


There were many among Kabul's young elite who supported the communists without 
being communists themselves. The reason can be found in conditions similar to 
those in many Third World countries. From the 1960's on the king, Zahir Shah, 
allowed considerable political freedom while at the same time making things dif- 
ficult for ordinary political parties. This put the initiative in the hands of 
the Soviet communists who provided the best-organized opposition in that kind of 
situation. For many members of the intelligentsia the communists represented the 
most effective alternative to the old aristocratic rule. 


Many radical Afghans who supported the communists then regret it bitterly today 
because their support helped create the basis for the communist coup. At the 
same time those in power in that country made fatal errors. They believed it was 
possible to have friendly, neighborly relations with the Soviet Union and sent 
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many young people to Moscow for their higher education, In a strongly Lalamic 
country without modern industry communiam had no chance to become a popular move- 
ment, it was exclusively a middle-class phenomenon, 


The decisive turning-point for Afghanistan came when the king's cousin, Daoud, 
deposed the king in 1973 and seized power himself with the support of a group of 
communist officers, Daoud thought he could control the communists but he had 
Little popular support himself, Toward the end of his regime he tried to change 
course and orient himself in a western direction, To the displeasure of the So- 
viets he sought ties with Sadat's Egypt and the shah's L[ran, with Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan, But it was too late, the communists had acquired a number of key 
positions and Daoud's days were numbered, Soon afterward came the communist coup 
and the nation became a Soviet satellite. This entire power play occurred far 
above the heads of the Afghan people and the foundation was laid for a guerrilla 
movement, said Habib Zikria, 


Zikria himself comes from one of the country's well-known families, his father 
was once foreign minister. During his stay in Oslo he made an appeal during a 
torthlight parade in support of Afghanistan. He has now left for Bergen and 
Trondheim where he will take part in similar demonstrations. 


Kahn: Soviet Morale Problems 
Oslo NORGES HANDELS OG SJOFARTSTIDENDE in Norwegian 2 Feb 81 p lLl 
[Article by Trond Borrehaug Hansen | 


[Text] NORWEGIAN PRESS AGENCY--"We're not just fighting for our own freedom. If 
the resistance in Afghanistan breaks down we are convinced the Soviet Union will 
expand its aggression to other countries. They would probably go on the offen- 
sive against Pakistan very quickly. Therefore it is our duty to continue the 
fight, not just for the sake of our own country but for the sake of mankind." 


Zarin Kahn is a peasant and a guerrilla fighter. He leads 6000 men in the field 
in the fight against the Soviet invaders in the province of Konar in Afghanistan. 
He and the brothers Zabiullah and Asmetullah Mujaddedi have come to Norway to 
plead the cause of their country. 


Gravely they provide well-considered answers to questions about the situation in 
Afghanistan, the problems of the resistance movement and the conduct of Soviet 
forces. The answers are not characterized by hatred or fanaticism but by a fer- 
vent certainty in the righteousness of the Afghan people's struggle. 


Tragic Situation 


"The situation is tragic."" That is the answer they give when they are asked to 
describe conditions in Afghanistan 1 year after the Soviet invasion. 


13 

















"The Soviet army and the Soviet regime are continuing their effort to destroy the 
Afghan nation,” said the Mujaddedi brothers, "Not just through destruction, mur- 
der and atrocities, They are also trying to destroy the pride of the Afghan 
people by trampling on everything honored and respected by the Afghans, all the 
things sacred to them,” 


They mention details about the sacrifices the Afghans have had to make in the 
fight for freedom: thousands upon thousands dead, killed in battle or victims of 
political executions, thousands of new political prisoners and between 1 and 2 
million refugees, Burned harvests and razed villages are the result of the at- 
tempt by Soviet forces to remove the material basis for the guerrilla struggle 
while at the same time destroying their morale. Only 10 percent of the houses 
and commercial buildings remain standing in rural areas of Afghanistan, they said, 


No Control 


Despite the fact that the Soviet Union has set in a massive mechanized war machine 
against the Afghan guerrillas it has been impossible to achieve any real control 
over the country. Zarin Kahn was full of contempt when he was asked what tactics 
the Soviet troops use: 


"They don't have any tactics. They just hide in their tanks and their barracks. 
Only once have they tried to meet us in an open battle with a parachute attack, 
lt was 4 catastrophe for them," 


The three also said that Soviet morale was very low. That is why divisions are 
replaced at short intervals. They think this is because the Soviet soldier does 
not recognize the picture his superiors have given him of the reality in Afghani- 
stan. He is set to fighting poverty-stricken peasants instead of bloodthirsty 
imperialists. 


Aid Disappointing 


"We are pleased with the support our cause has received in international public 
opinion,” said the three. "But we are disappointed that we have not received 
more direct help. The guerrillas need weapons--primarily antitank and anti- 
aircraft guns--ammunition and medicine. The refugees in Pakistan need food and 
medical help. And there are several million needy people inside Afghanistan who 
need assistance. 





"Aid has begun to come, but it is coming too slowly,” said Asmetullah Mujaddedi. 
"This applies to those fighting in Afghanistan and to the refugees in Pakistan," 
He mentioned that refugees often have only poor and meager rations to live on, 


"The world has a responsibility to Afghanistan, a responsibility to world peace," 
he added. "If the resistance in Afghanistan breaks down the way will be open for 
further Soviet assaults.” 
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Disagreement But No Split 


The resistance movement in Afghanistan is divided up into many groups of various 
kinds, All agree that the Soviet forces must go and most agree that Afghanistan 
should have an Islamic government iastead. The main dividing Line according to 
Asmetullah Mujaddedi goes between the party-oriented groups and those who feel 
an Islamic regime must emerge from all the people and not just from one party. 


"We are working to overcome this division,” he said further, 


"It is important that the unity in the struggle against the Soviet invaders is 
continued in the work to give Afghanistan a democratic Islamic government in line 
with the wishes of most of the Afghan people." 


"The present government in Kabul has no support at all," said Zabiullah, “There 
is so little support that the entire administrative apparetus has broken down, 
The Soviet occupiers have had to take over all the administrative tasks them- 
selves," 


Ideological Reasons 


Soviet dominance in Afghanistan goes much further back than the year that has 
elapsed since the invasion last December, the three maintained. Before that time 
the Soviet Union tried to control the country from within through « puppet regime, 
There were also Soviet troops in Afghanistan before the massive invasion last 
year. 


But the Soviet Union was unable to stabilize a loyal government in Kabul. On the 
contrary the pro-Soviet regime was about to lose control completely. That is why 
the Soviet Union resorted to an invasion. 


They don't believe the Soviet Union will stop with exercising control over 
Afghanistan to the extent this is possible. "The goal of the Soviet expansion is 
the ‘warm waters,’ the Persian Gulf. It is in the ideological nature of the So- 
viet Union that it will expand its aggression in that direction,” they said. 


Seeds of Downfall 


But they think this policy may bear within it the beginning of the downfall of 
the Soviet power policy. The resistance in Afghanistan is unique because it has 
revealed to the world the false myth of Soviet invincibility, they said. 


"Just look at what has happened in Poland," said Zabiullah Mujaddedi. "We are 
convinced that there is a connection between our resistence and that of the 
Polish workers." 


The three regard their resistance struggle as a sacred duty--a duty to God as 
well as to mankind. For their own part all they want is to be able to live in 
peace in a democratic Islamic Afghanistan. 


"We want to live in peace with all people and have good and friendly relations 
with them--and that includes the Soviet Union," said Zarin Kahn. "But we will 
meet aggression with our weapons in our hands until the attacker has been thrown 
out. That is our simple duty.” 
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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW WITH AYATOLLAH KHAMENE'I 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Feb 81 p 6 
[Article by S. Balakrishnan] 


[Text] Ayatollah Khamenie, representative of Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran's top 
defence council and a member of parliament, has said there is no truth in reports 
about the "failing health" of the latter. 


He told this paper here today that Ayatollah Khomeini, who spearheaded the suc- 
cessful revolution to overthrow the Shah of Iran two years ago, was in hospital 
for a few weeks last year for a heart ailment. But, there had been no setback in 
his health recently, he asserted, 


The Ayatollah had meetings with the public about five times in a week at his 
residence and talked at times for more than an hour. The entire nation could see 
and hear the 80-year-old spiritual head, as his meetings with the people were 
telecast and broadcast. He also continued to meet government officials. 


Asked who would occupy the position of Khomeini in the event of his death, the M.P. 
replied that “leadership cannot be anticipated in advance." The clergy also could 
not foresee anything in this matter. But “natural consensus" among the Iranians 
would be the main criterion for any leader to occupy Khomeini's position. 


The M.P., who also leads the largely-attended Friday prayers at the Juma Masjid 

at Teheran, denied that Khomeini was relegated to the background during negotiations 
with the U.S. on the hostage release issue. The first move for the release was 
made by Khomeini himself in a communique issued four months prior to the setting 
free of the captured Americans. In any case, Khomeini had left it to the Majlis, 
the parliament, to decide the issue, he added. 





Ayatollah Khomeini maintained that the late Shah's property worth $20 billion was 
still in the U.S. However, it was for the American courts to decide the matter. 


Asked if the Iranian money defrozen by the U.S. would be used to purchase arms by 
the Islamic government in Teheran to launch a fresh counter-offensive against Iraq, 
the Ayotallah replied: “as long as we are not self-sufficient in arms, we have to 
depend on outside sources. [as published] But in no case we will purchase arms 
with strings attached." 
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He parried a question about the source of its likely arms purchases, He claimed 
that there was now no problem of spare parts for the sophisticated U.S. arms now 

in possession of his country. Iran was now able to meet indigenously most of 

ite spares requirements, There had been a good mobilisation of the country's tech- 
nicians, he added, 


Asked about the possibility of Iran going in for nuclear weapons, he replied: "So 
far we have not taken any step in this direction.” 


Regarding the staying away of Iran from the recent Islamic summit in Taif, Saudi 
Arabia, the Ayatollah said Iran was for an “honourable solution" to the crisis 
created by Iraq's aggression. "By agreeing to any compromise solution, we did not 
want to legitimise the Iraqi action," he explained, The Ayatollah was confident 
that Iran would be able to completely repel the Iraqi aggression. 


Asked to define his government's attitude towards the Soviet Union, the Ayatollah 
said both the U.S. and the Soviet Union were imperialist powers. "One is 
capitalist imperialism and the other socialist imperialism," he added. The Soviet 
role in Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan, and Poland was too vivid to be overlooked, 

he pointed out. 


He regretted that the post-Mao leadership in China was following a line similar to 
that of the U.S. 


At the close of the interview, the Ayatollah said Iran would be willing to offer oil 
to India at less than OPEC prices, "if there is a motive.” He did not elaborate. 
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IRAN 


KHAMENE'I: MEDIA DISTORTING EVENTS IN IRAN 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Feb 81 p 6 


[Text] Ayatollah Khamenie, Imam of the Juma Masjid, Teheran, and Ayatollah 
Khomeini's representative in Iran's top defence council, has charged the 
"imperialist and Zionist" media with distoring events in his country. [as pub- 
lished] 


He told newsmen that the positive achievements of the Islamic revolution were 
either ignored or underplayed, while the difficulties or failures that beset any 
post-revolutionary government were exaggerated, 


Recounting the positive achievements of his government, the Ayatollah said that in 

the past two years about 25,000 km of metal roads were laid to link the villages. 

More than 5,100 schools were built, of which 1,842 had already started functioning. 
The staff for the remaining schools were being recruited. 


At the time of the revolution, only 3,537 villages were electrified, whereas now 
8,031 villages had power connections. The aim was to help the poor, specially those 
in the villages, who had hardly benefited by the rule of the late Shah. 


He said it was because of the "biased attitude of the imperialist" media that 
minor differences between government leaders in Iran were blown out of proportion. 
He asserted that President Bani-Sadr, the Prime Minister, Mr. Mohammed Ali Rajai, 
were working in harmony and with the advice of Ayatollah Khomeini. 


Woman's Status 


The Ayatollah, who is here to take part in the second anniversary celebrations of 
the Iranian revolution, said the Islamic government at Teheran was nationalised. 
The depletion of the 1979 revolution. [as published] Oil production was ration- 
alised. The deplotion of refining capacity caused by the Iraqi bombardment of 
Abadan was being made up by increasing production in other units. [as published] 


He refuted allegations about the lowering of women's status in his country. He 
observed that women turned up in large numbers in support of the government. He 
claimed that there was no compulsion in wearing of chador by women. 


He also denied that the Bahai's of Iran were being persecuted. "We take action 
against all those found guilty of criminal actions irrespective of their religious 


18 

















beliefs," he asserted, He also noted that many of the top functionaries of the 
dreaded secret service of the Shah, SAV/K, were Bahai's. 


The Ayatollah will shortly call on the Prime minister, Mrs. Gandhi, and convey a 
message from her Iranian counterpart. 


CSO: 4220 
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IRAN 


RAJA'I, MAHDAVI-KANI URGE PATIENCE WITH UNEMPLOYMENT 
Tehran EFTEKHARAT-E MELLI in Persian 11 Dec 80 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The conference of the Governors-General, also attended by a number of 
executive and administrative officials, was inaugurated on Thursday at 8:30 am at 
the martyr Sa'id Mohsen Hall with a speech by Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani. 


Flanked by Mirsalim and Zavare'i, deputy ministers of the Ministry of Interior, and 
referring to positions taken by intellectual and practical dissidents, the Ayatollai 
said: "Dissidents make mischief and sow discord, and the foreign enemy exploits 
it." He added: "To confront them, we have two options. One is resorting to 
propaganda, but we must realize that as long as we lack organization, no tangible 
results will be achieved." 


Ayatollah Mahdavi-Kani said that it must be said that truthfullness, honesty and 
devotion did exist in the government, but for various reasons there also were some 
shortcomings that could be justified by war or because of the revolution. These 
ire caused by indifference, which people observe and become dissatisfied. For 
that reason they will not be convinced by propaganda. 


If in a committee, a Guardian does something wrong we must be honest enough not to 
go to his defense. His offense should be admitted and be punished and let the public 
know about it. 


The Minister of Interior said that some governors-general might think that they would 
suffer humiliation if they admitted their errors. That is not true. In addition, 
some approaches are not sincere and honest, and for that same reason the hastily 
made decisions are often improper and wrong. That dissatisfaction among people is 
widespread is an undeniable fact. If we refuse to accept this fact, we would be 
acting like the authorities of the old regime who, like ostriches, covered their 
heads in the sand and could not see and feel public dissatisfaction. 


An official had reported that the supply of kerosene and gasoline had decreased 
some 70 percent (Khuzestan Governor-General said that it was only 30 percent). 
Anyway, there is the matter of shortages and the issue of fair distribution of 
goods. If the distribution of goods are to be carried out in a fair manner, public 
dissatisfaction will surely disappear. 


Issues such as employment, health, education and medical care are important and 
should be approached and handled with careful planning. 


20 














The Minister of Interior was followed by Mr Raja'i, the Prime Minister, who said: 
"Under the present condition of war and mobilization, the army and the Guardians 
are faced with a variety of problems. After the war, it would be the governors- 
general who will be faced with these problems and many more. 


"Our revolutionary people have demonstrated that they are fully prepared to face any 
problem, It is up to the authorities to take advantage of the public preparedness 
and exploit it. In the South, in Ahvaz, we saw thousands of cases of fruits piled 
up and about to rot. At the same time, people in Shadegan were telling us they had 
not seen any apples. Responsible authorities and the governors-general, who had 
helped in collecting aid, should have also helped in their fair distribution." The 
prime minister then said that the war (with Iraq) should make people unite in their 
efforts in every field and bring the armed forces together. The people should be 
prepared to take up arms and fight the enemy. 


In analyzing and discussing the issue of unemployment, Mr Raja'i said that the 
unemployment problem was like fire hidden underneath the ashes and should be contained 
before turning into demonstrations as well as taking other shapes. Suitable solu- 
tions should be found and -the unemployed be given training, beginning now, at 

plants, factories and vocational institutions, and be paid while they are in 

training. 


Concluding his speech, the Prime Minister said: "Purges have created some problems 
for us. Some people even charge that purges are not for the purpose of cleaning up 
[government agencies] but are meant to drive people away. We have set up a group 

in the Prime Minister's office charged with hearing complaints from the purged ones. 
It must be pointed out that purging is not reserved to a single group only. An 
individual who refuses to fight, a businessman who turns into hording of goods or an 
official who shuns responsibility will be subject to purge." 


The Prime Minister added that people had been irreversibly hurt by purges, polit- 
ically and socially. He said that they could only be financially compensated. 
Islam, he said, is not a violent religion, and for that reason we should be 
thinking of somehow insuring their livelihood. 
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IRAN 


BRLEFS 


DEBTS TO SWEDEN OUTSTANDING--Lran has still not paid any of its debts of about 
500 million [Swedish kronor] to Swedish companies. The Foreign Ministry is now 
negotiating with the government of Iran. The debts to the Swedish companies orgin- 
inate from the time before the revolution. So far the demands of the companies 
for payment have not led to any reaction from Iran. But after discussions with 
the Foreign Ministry's Undersecretary of State, Leif Leifland, [ran has promised 
to examine each demand in detail. The Foreign Ministry will not reveal which 
companies are involved. But it is said that several of the large Swedish export 
companies are affected. Some of them have guarantees for current outstanding 
debts through the Export Credit Board. [Text] [Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 6 Feb 861 p 22) 
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ISRAEL 


LDF ADMINISTRATION CRITICIZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 19 Sep 80 p 13 
[Article by Ze'ev Shif7 


[Text] A foreign military attache who has lived in Israel for a few years 
and has studied the inner sanctum of the IDF better than a great many 
Israeli military men was asked to describe and summarize his view of the IDF, 
its merite and its faults. He did not refrain from complimenting the IDF, in 
any case, more than the Israeli press permits itself even in moments of 
enthusiasm. But criticisms that deserve consideration were also not lacking. 
Among his compliments, he said that the IDF equipment today is better than 
ever. Its weapons systems are better than perhaps in any NATO army, and 
even many American units. The IDF's fire power and its accuracy have been 
improved beyond recognition. The operational level of the regular army is 
impressive. The training received by the regular troops is to this day 

very good, and the quality of the high-level exercises surpasses that of any 
army in the Middle East and even Europe. He also praised the combat command 
of the IDF, especially of the company commanders. tHe also spoke well of the 
group officers. 





But there were also, as I have said, critical remarks. I shall not list them 
all here. He mentioned, for example, poor management in the system; clumsy 
bureaucracy and managerial procrastination; endless duplication in many 
managerial areas and elsewhere. All these things cause unnecessary complica- 
tions. In this connection it is said that he was unfavorably impressed by 

the unceasing work load under which the IDF command is collapsing. This 
situation influences some officers to leave the army and seek civilian occupa- 
tion sooner than is usual in other Western armies. But what must be more 
troublesome is the fact that the pressure of work allows very little opportunity 
for study and quiet thought. 


I am reminded in these critical remarks of the management of the IDF system in 
general when the subject of reorganization last arose. This reorganization 
will express itself through the establishment of a field forces headquarters, 
but it must affect the whole IDF, not just the field branch, and of course 
the general staff. Regardless of any arguments pro and con, it is clear that 
there exist in the IDF strange fears of big changes. This is not really 
strange at all; it is natural in large organizations, whose “establishment” 
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develops over the years a hypersensitivity to tremors that are liable to change 
the structure, Still water is preferred to flowing water. So it is with the 
IDF aleo. It has dug itself in deeply againet the field forces headquarters 
program, and against qualitative changes in general, and every change that 

has been made is implemented with clumsy procrastination that bear witness to 
the beginnings of aclerosis in ite managerial system, 


Like an Academic Discussion 


In all that pertains to the field forces headquarters, one positive thing can 
be said: it has been discussed many times, starting during Gur's term as Chief 
of Staff and continuing after Rafa'el Eytan was appointed. But ultimately 

it hae all been characterized by endless foot-dragging and exaggerated con- 
servatiem, And as usual in such situations, there were men who changed their 
opinions more than once. 


What was incomprehensible to me was the position of the present Chief of Staff. 
In the initial discussions he refrained from expressing his opinion, and made 
it possible for others to speak; when Weizman decided to establish the head- 
quarters, he even said that he was in favor of it. He also predicted that 
hundreds of specifications would be eliminated by means of it, even though he 
did not promise that all of Tal's recommendations would be accepted literally. 
Now it appears that the former defense minister is dominating the General 
Staff, and Raful's support would be obviously forced. Otherwise, how explain 
the abrupt change’? Did they suddenly discover the high cost of establishing 
the new headquarters? And even if this is the case, is this the way to make 
decisions, to decide first, and then do the staff work and discover how much 
the decision will cost? 


The cat was out of the bag as soon as Weizman resigned as defense minister. 

At that very moment they began to carry out the promises that had been made 
that "they would not let the program be implemented." The excuse for seeking 
a postponement was financial, even though General Tal had proposed entirely 
different numbers. While one side talks of an expense of hundreds of millions 
of IL, the deputy defense minister charges that it will not even cost IL15 
million. 


Apparently the roots of the opposition to the establishment of the new head- 
quarters are deeper, and not financial. The opponents either do not truly 
believe that such a headquarters will be effective, or are afraid of change, 
or perhaps do not want Tal to be in charge and so become the candidate to 
succeed Raful as Chief of Staff. It should be pointed out that before the 
estimates of the large financial expenses had begun, various organizational 
steps had been taken in the IDF that were intended to oppose the establishment 
of the field forces headquarters; this has been confirmed by the former 
defense minister and by the Ministers Council for Defense Matters. For 
example, while the Tal program was still speaking of the need to transfer 
many functions from the General Staff training division to the field forces 
headquarters, it was already decided to strengthen the training division and 
to bestow on it additional authority and functions. The status of the training 
division was strengthened under the very noses of the Ministers Council for 
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Defense Matters that was considering an appeal to postpone the eatab lishment 
of the ground forces headquarters, Only one conclusion can be drawn: from 
the moment that Weizman left, somebody decided not to eatablish the field 
forces headquarterea and began to work against the idea, 


If the supporters of the headquarters, headed by Tal, had been bolder right 
after the decision, the situation today would be different. If Tal had begun 
energetically, right after Weizman's appointment, to establish a nucleus of 

the new headquarters, the discussion would have assumed an entirely different 
character, But they preferred to deal with theories, instruction, and persua- 
sion, ae if it were an academic discussion, not an army based on the performance 
of assigned duties. 


General Tal Retreats 


The fact that General Tal did not really struggle for hie idea is disturbing. 
If the establishment of the new headquarters and the reorpanization are so 
vital to the IDF and its future fitness, then a struggle without compromise 
or retreat was necessary. But no; perhaps it can be concluded that the idea 
was not worth the struggle. It is not enough for good ideas to be conceived, 
they must also be fought for. To our regret, General Tal appears to have 
backed away from jumping into cold water on behalf of the new headquarters. 
One of the proofs is the announcement published late one night by an IDF 
spokesman in his name, saying that General Tal had not threatened to leave the 
IDF if his program were not adopted. (Personally I do not believe that this 
promise could be effective. If the program is not implemented it is very 
doubtful that Tal would stay in the regular service). 





At one time HA'ARETZ, in an editorial, greeted with approval the decision to 
bring Tal back to the regular service. Now it is being explained that in 
addition to the staff work on establishing the field forces headquarters, 

Tal has moved to dealing with his development programs (in the Defense Ministry). 
Today in Israel Tal is fulfilling the saying that no one is a prophet in his 

own city. While the IDF is finding it hard to carry out his ideas, he has 

been received with honor--so I heard in the United States--in the Pentagon and 
the U.S. Army. 


Mordecai Tzipori, deputy defense minister, was ready to fight more vigorously 
for Tal's program to establish a field forces headquarters. But his tactics 
were faulty. He went out to battle too soon, and opened superfluous fronts, 
including those against the prime minister and the defense minister. The 
Ministers Council on Defense Matters was supposed to continue the discussion. 
it is reasonable to assume that it will accept the appeal of the Chief of 
Staff to postpone the new headquarters for the present. But it might possibly 
specify a definite period. Even if it does not do this, the question of IDF 
organization and structure will certainly come up when they again consider 

the 1981 budget. I find it hard to believe that a defense minister would decide 
to impose on the Chief of Staff an organizational program that he does not con- 
sider worthwhile. Reorganization programs in the IDF are never carried out 
against the opposition of the Chief of Staff; he would have to resign, as 
happened when former Chief of Staff Yiga'el Yadin refused to accept in toto 
Ben Gurion's decision for a drastic cut in IDF forces.” 
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ARABS AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY DEMONSTRATE RESISTANCE 
Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 1-7 Feb 81 pp 7, 12 
[Article by Mariue Schattner: “Palestinian on Hebrew University Campus") 


[Text] "We are also Palestinians like those who live in Nablus or Gaza but we 
have Israeli citizenship. We can still vote, speak and express ourselves.... 
In the occupied territories, oppression is done in the name of the law, but 
for us, it is most often against the law."..fine points? These are the re- 
sponses of the Israeli Arabs I met at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 


Arab students enrolled at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem constitute a 

small minority of the student body: 600 out of a total of 15,000 students, they 
are relatively more numerous in the residences. Because they come from the north 
of the country Galilee and the “triangle” they find it difficult to live with 
local residents because of financial reasons and discrimination in housing. 


The campus is thus a place where Jews and Arabs live together, something rare 
in Israel. By the same token, it is a hot spot where conflicts sometimes take 
place between Palestinian students and Israeli right-wing extremists. The 
latter, associated with the ‘'Kastel' list (Group of National Students), have 
the upperhand in the students’ union and are especially virulent on the univer- 
sity campus. In general, however, the Arab minority and the Jewish majority 
live together without incidents and without ties. 


"It's not our fault if our relations with most of the Jewish students Lack 
warmth. They are too chauvinist, even more chauvinist than the average public 
which changed somewhat since the October 1973 War," Jamal Zahalfa told me. Jamal 
is a sixth year pharmacy student, from Kufr Kaana in the Galilee, an "old" 
activist in the Communist Party (Rakah). 


Four of us are seated together: Jamal, Rawia, Castro and I, in one of the resi- 
dence rooms, occupied by Arab students on Mount Scopus. Every room is like the 
next: with two beds a table, a corner for cooking with an electric kettle for 
making Turkish coffee. And on the shelves, the same course books as at the 
Jewish neighbors in the room opposite, in Hebrew and English, since there aren't 
any available in Arabic. The room is a bit empty and impersonal, made for even- 
ings of study and boredom. 
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Pop songs are playing on the radio in the opposite room; here we listen to 
Arabic music sung by the ‘patriotic’ singer, Fayrouz. Two keffiyahs are hung 

on the closet door, on the wall is a 60's poster of Che Guevera and next to it 

a Very expressive drawing of a Palestinian family chained to the trunk of an 
Olive tree that someone is trying to uproot. The caption: "We will not leave," 





Rawia Jerasy is a lively 20-year-old woman, a third year chemistry student, 
from a Christian family from Nazareth. Castro is from Jaff village in the 
Triangle, in the center of the country. She is 19-1/2 years old, a first year 
agronomy student, speaks Hebrew without the slightest accent and looks just 
like a young ‘Sabra.’ 





Memories of Class (School) 





In Jatt there are 300 residents and 600 young potential students at secondary 
level, but there is no high school. In the area (there are three Arab high 

schools but their standard of education is deplorable. These two reasons influ- 
enced Castro's father to send his son to a Hebrew-speaking school in Mikveh Israel, 
near Tel Aviv. It is a well-known agronomy school, of which Castro does not 

retain the most pleasant of memories: 


"We weren't more than 20 Arab students out of 100 in that institution. The 
first years passed without too much incident. I was even elected vice-president 
of the students. But during the last years the relations started to become 
poisoned. The turning point was in 1977. A Palestinian commando had seized a 
bus on the coastal road, and the incident ended a blood bath. [as published] 


"At school the Jewish students blamed us, as if we were responsible for the 
massacre. And then, after several months of tension, things blew up. During 
a basketball game the two sides called each other names, which was followed by 
blows. I still remember threatening my classmates, who I had only yesterday 
considered as buddies, and who now wanted to beat up Arabs. 


"When the Arab kids went to the deputy headmaster to complain about having been 
beaten, he was happy to answer them: ‘In Iraq, we Jews were in the minority and 
we had to break our backs. So you should do likewise.' 


"I had hoped that at university the students would be more ‘rational’; I was 
badly disappointed. 


Rawla: "I wasn't disappointed, for I hadn't any illusions--to the contrary! 

I did my secondary studies in a Christian school in Haifa. I had never lived 
among Jews and | was really afraid to find myself among them. In fact, concern- 
ing studies--the work relations with the students and professors--there aren't 
too many problems.” 


Jamal: “TIe's true, that as a general rule, we are not discriminated against by 
the instructors. That's not the issue, however. What has to be called into 
question is the whole attitude of the administration towards us. 








"First of all, the university doesn't take full account of the specific prob- 
lems with which we're faced. An Arab student suffers from a double handicap: 
He has done his studies in Arabic while university instruction is given totally 
in Hebrew. He has come out of a secondary school, most often overcrowded, 
poorly equipped and lacking teachers. While the state, the Jewish Agency and 
funds coming from overseas provide all sorts of assistance to Jewish students 
coming from underprivileged quarters as well as new immigrants, the Palestinian 
student finds himself without support. 


"The university refuses to recognize the existence or the rights of the ‘Arab 
Students Committee,’ elected each year with 90 percent participation. 


"Worse, under pressure from 'the Students Union' the university forbids the 
holding of political demonstrations, multiplies the measures of intimidation 
against the most active Palestinian students and even tried last year to expel 
the leaders of the committee. In contrast, the university never chastised the 
fascist groups like Rabbi Kahane's ‘Jewish defence League' which calls for, with 
full impunity, the expulsion of the Arab students and condemns Jewish girls 
‘guilty’ of maintaining relations with us." 


Do you lieve in a climate of fear? 


Castro: "Fear! No! Several years ago, Arab students would perhaps be uncom- 
fortable speaking their language in public or wearing a keffiyah. That's in the 
past. 


"Personally, I was never afraid on campus. I had been ‘vaccinated’ well-enough 
by my years in high school. But I live in a hostile atmosphere I have the feel- 
ing that at the first mistake, I would be kicked out of the university. 


"I live in a building where students from 'Kastel' get together evenings; it's a 
disturbing neighborhood. It's impossible to have discussions with them. You 
are an Arab and if you know what's good for you, you shut up. Otherwise they 
come at you with threats and insults like: 'A good Arab is a dead Arab.' 


Rasia: "At each demonstration, the student groups attack us with cries of 

"PLO Out!’ Last year they sabotaged an assembly held in the auditorium. The 
police arrived, supposedly to reestablish order, tut it was us who got screwed, who 
suffered. A border guard beat me. I was glad to make our voice against occupa- 
tion heard, glad to do something. Another time, together with the leftist 

Jewish students, we taught a good lesson to our attackers.” 


Castro: "The Israeli student body is not totally homogeneous. The leftist list 
‘Campus’ which comprises left-Zionists and non-Zionists got together one third 
of the votes of the last student elections. It's not a small thing. Even if 
‘Campus’ students aren't ready to thoroughly struggle on the issues of land 
expropriation, they are actively in solidarity with the Arab students. We are 
not alone.” 
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Even Lf he ie handsome and Intelligent 


Political ties--personal ties... For two and a half years Castro had an Israeli 
girlfriend, She had never told her parents the exact origins of her companion, 


Castro “On the holiday of Hanuka, her parents invited me to their house. 
They gave me a skullcap to wear and asked me to light the candles. After all 
these years, they still believed I was Jewish? A little while later we broke up." 


What would he say if his sister had followed in his path and went out with a Jew? 


"My sister is free to do as she likes, But I am sure that she wouldn't do it... 
and I would not encourage it." 


Indeed if one meets mixed couples on campus, the female partner is always Jewish. 


"It can't be otherwise," Rawla tells me: "If my parents learned that I had a 
relationship with a Muslim, that would already give them a huge shock, so what 
about a Jew! An Israeli!...unthinkable. We are still glad that we could have 
left home, that there are 140 Arab women students enrolled in Jerusalem, (where- 
as before there hadn't been one) and that we see several couples among the 
Palestinian students. And how could an Israeli be in 100 percent political 
agreement with me?" 


And if you met that rare bird? 
"I don't know,” she said, laughing: "Perhaps if he vere very handsome, very 
intelligent. In theory, may be, but in reality I will not be the first to create 
the scandal...we live in a ghetto. But we have the right to defend our identity." 
The students insist strongly on a Palestinian identity, all the while stressing 
the fact that they are Israeli citizens--not at all set apart completely. Among 
other things, they oppose the continuation of ‘the Zionist entity.’ 


Refusal Front 


The ‘National Progressive Movement’ regroups a good portion of the Arab univer- 
sity students around positions that their adversaries (of the Communist Party) 
identify as those of "the Refusal Front." Zaffer explains their ideology with- 
out hesitation. 


"To be an Israeli Arab student is to be part of the Palestinian people, of whom 
the sole leadership is the PLO. It's necessary to continue, on new ground, the 
struggle begun in the villages. The Zionists have occupied our country, but 
that doesn't give them any right. 


"Besides there is no Israeli people, there are the children of Poles, Russians 
or Moroccans. Ninety percent of Israeli students are Zionists who would like 
nothing better than to expel us from the country. We are ready to live with 

them nevertheless, in a democratic state where the three religions would be at 
the same level of equality. Right now we can try to struggle with anti-Zionist 
Jews for democratic goals."" But there aren't many anti-Zionist Jews in Israel. 
And even among those, it is difficult to find any who consider themselves Polish, 
Moroccan or Russian of Jewish religion. 


CSO: 4820 
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ISRAEL 


AUGUST INFLATION STATISTICS CITED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 16 Sep 80 pp 7, 8 


[Article by Shraga Maqal: "The Index Jumped Again in August--8.2 Percent” 
and 2 Tables] 


[Text] The consumer price index "jumped" again in August by 8.2 percent, 
after a moderate rise of 4.4 percent in July. The index rise was affected 
mainly by price increases put into effect by the government, in fuel, 
electricity, public transportation, communications, bread, poultry, etc. 
Price increases were also prominent in dwelling maintenance, furnishings, 
and home equipment. Since the beginning of 1980 the price increase amounts 
to 68.8 percent. 
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Table A 


Consumer Price Index 
December 1972 to August 1980 
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Consumer Price 
December 1972 to August 1980 
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ISRAEL 


LAND CONFISCATIONS CREATE WEST BANK HOUSING CRISIS 
Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 25-31 Jan 81 pp 16, 15 
[Article by Zhuhair Sabbagh"] 


[Text ] Years of land confiscations and restrictions on zoning plans have created 
a severe housing crisis in the Palestinian Arab community inside the Green Line. 


Those who suffer most are young couples, the elderly, low-income families and 
residents of poverty-stricken slums inside the so-called ‘integrated' cities of 
Haifa, Acre, Jaffa-Tel-Aviv, Lydda and Ramleh. 





The Roots of the Crisis 


Housing began to be a problem in the early fifties. Today, the crisis has reached 
critical dimensions and is beginning to produce negative ramifications. 


In 1948, the Palestinian Arab minority numbered 150,000; today there are over 
600,000 Palestinians living inside the Green Line. Their rate of natural increase 
of 4.5 percent--the highest in the world--makes the Palestinian minority a dynamic 
and young one with 75 percent of its members under 30 years old. The housing 
crisis is a basic problem that confronts the majority of the Palestinian citizens 
of Israel. 


lt was not the increase in Palestinian population alone that caused the housing 
crunch, but this, coupled with the continuous and accelerated decrease in their 
geographical territory through Zionist expansion, land confiscation and expro- 
priation. 


Already in the early fifties, the earmarks of the policy of the Ben-Gurion 
Government towards the Palestinian minority were based on pulling the land from 
under the feet of the remaining Palestinians and practising a colonialist 
policy of racial discrimination and national oppression. In the first war in 
Palestine in 1948 the Zionists destroyed 87 percent of the Palestinian villages 
and evicted their residents. 


The Ben-Gurion government, the first of the state of Israel, unleashed a well- 
calculated plan of land confiscations which affected all the remaining 107 
villages and towns. Today, although the Palestinians in Israel constitute 16 
percent of the total population they own only 8 percent of the land--the Israel 
Land Authority owns the other 92 percent. 


33 











In 1948, more than 70 percent of the Palestinian manpower were fellahin (pea- 
sants) while today over 80 percent of them are workers--a result of the massive 
land confiscations carried out by consecutive Israeli governments. 


~-In 1948, the village of Um el-Fahm owned 140,000 dunams. Today it has only 
12,000 dunams; 


The town of Shafa-Amer used to own 149,000 dunams while today it owns 7500 
dunams ; 


--The town of Shafa-Amr used to own 149,000 dunams while today it owns 7500 
dunams; [as published ] 


--Yarka in 1948, owned 54,000 dunams; today it has 8000; 
--Hurfaish used to own 16,000 dunams and today owns only 400. 
Critical Housing Situation 


As a result of high natural population growth the demand for housing is huge. 
On the other hand, the massive land confiscations create a housing shortage of 
dangerous dimensions. The land shortage and the housing crisis are further 
aggravated by a severe lack of village zoning maps. The Ministry of Interior 
only began to prepare zoning maps for Arab sector villages in 1964. Today, 
after 16 years, hardly any maps have been finished. According to government 
sources only 10 maps have been completed and 60 are in some stage of develop- 
ment. This means that over 90 percent of the Arab-populated localities do not 
have zoning maps. 


Lack of zoning maps creates the following situation: 


The local authority cannot issue a construction permit inside an area which 
lacks a zoning map; 


Natural increase, overcrowding and the refusal of the government to build houses 
force the residents to build their houses on their own land--but without a permit; 


Backed by the power of the law, the Ministry of Interior and the Israel Land 
Authority demolish these “illegally-built" houses. Such demolitions have been 
consistently carried out in every Arab locality. (see related article on page 
12). 


Reality and Government Response 


According to government statistics, the 1978 population density in the Arab 
sector was as follows: 18.2 percent of the Palestinian population lived at a 
ratio of four persons per room compared to only 1.5 percent of the Jewish popula- 
tion in that category; 18.9 percent of the Palestinians lived at a rate of 3-4 
persons per room while only 3.9 percent of Israeli Jews were in that category. 
Only 4.5 percent of the Palestinians lived in the luxury of one person per room 
while 21.6 percent of the Jewish population did. 
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According tothe most recent government statistics, the Ministry of Housing did 
not provide any housing in the Arab sector in 1977 or 1978. In comparison, the 
Jewish sector received 51,505 new houses in 1977 and 51,875 in 1978. This was. 
the situation during the first two years of the Likud government. During the 
Rabin-Alignment government, the situation was not that different. According 

to the same sources, the Arab sector received 850 units in 1974, 1250 in 1975 
and 1600 in 1976. In comparison, the Jewish sector received 47,750 in 1974, 
52,800 in 1975 and 49,550 in 1976. In other words, the percentage of housing 
units in the Arab sector ranges between zero percent and 1.8 percent of the 
total. 


Today, the Green Patrol, created by Minister of settlements Arik Sharon is 
harassing the Naqab Beduins, confiscating their property and cooperating with 
the Israel Land Authority in their eviction. Over 2000 houses belonging to 
Beduin have been demolished in recent months. 


The Present Solutions 


The solutions proposed by the government are not enough even to lessen the 
severity of the housing crisis in the Arab sector. From 1948 to today, over 99 
percent of construction in the Arab sector was carried out, privately and under 
difficult conditions, by the Palestinian citizens of Israel. Israeli construc- 
tion companies build few housing units in the Arab sector. 


Nazareth, a town of about 50,000 people is suffering from a severe housing 
crisis. Recently the Al-Ram construction company built 450 flats, these flats 
are only for sale at enormously high prices. In comparison, Upper Nazareth (a 
Jewish settlement town) with a population of 20,000 has over 6000 empty riets 
that were built by the Ministry of Housing. The Ministry of Housing who owns 
these empty flats, refuses to rent them tothe Arab residents of Nazareth who go 
up to adjacent Upper Nazareth out of desperation. 


One can only conclude that the policy of the government is planned to create 
severe housing conditions for the entire Palestinian Arab minority. Palestinian 
Beduin are being evicted and forced to live in Soweto-type townlets around the 
Jewish city of Beersheba. There they are an available labour pool for Beersheba. 
The rest of the Palestinians are being squeezed into ghetto quarters. This crowd- 
ing has already begun to produce the expected negative socio-psychological rami- 
fications. 


The present housing crisis was created by the policies of the Israeli govern- 
ments. Therefore, the Israeli government is responsible for its solution. 

Token government attempts can neither alleviate the crisis not appease the 
Palestinian citizens of Israel who demand that the confiscation of the remainder 
of their land be stopped and a radical and speedy solution be found to their 
housing crisis. 


CSO: 4820 
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ISRAEL 


ARAB SULLDING SUSPENDED IN JANIN 
Jerusalem AL=FAJR in English 25-31 Jan 81 pp 1,15 
[Article by Qaddura Musa} 


[Text] Virtually all building, municipal and agricultural development must 
stop in the Jenin area following one of the most draconian restriction orders 
yet to be issued by the occupation authorities. The order, which was issued 
under Military Amendment 393/5730/1970 basically suspends construction in the 
area around the northern West Bank town. The authorities posted the ban on the 
pretext that they wish to extend and widen the trunk roads in the areas con- 
cerned. Issued on January 5 but only delivered to Jenin on January 20, ban 
covers strips of land 300 metres wide on all the main arterial roads out of 
Jenin. A series of larger plots of land in the area have also been confiscated. 
As well as prohibiting construction the zone cuts through virtually every major 
development plan f-r the region. 


Following an emergency council session January 21, Jenin mayor Ahmad Shawki told 
AL=FAJR that the confiscation also cuts into the municipal area itself includ- 
ing some densely populated areas where all residents have building permits. 


The Ban Mapped Out 


As shown on the map printed above the area covered by the building ban (thick 
broken line on map) extends along the Jenin-Nazareth road as far as the Green 
Line, West along the road to Haifa again to the Green Line, 25 km south along 
the Jenin-Nablus road, and East along the road to the Jordan Valley. South of 
Jenin an additional area along the road from Arrabeh to Baqa al-Sharkiyya (just 
inside the Green Line) has also been included in the ban. The Arrabeh-Baqa road 
runs through the middle of a workers’ building project, permission for which was 
granted before 1967. The project cannot now be carried out. 


In addition to the road-related restrictions a series of quite sizeable plots 
of agricultural land have been included in the ban. 


A 7 km by 4 km stretch at Um Rihan has been enclosed for a new settlement. 


An additional area of one km diameter has been confiscated for the settlement 
Rihan A. 








A circle of private agricultural land (3 km in diameter) surrounding the former 
Jordanian army camp at Zibadke, and @ one km square blockaround the former Jor- 
danian firing range, both south of Jenin, have aleo been taken. At Sanour camp 
a block 4.5 km by 2 tm is included in the ban. On Jabal al-Akra (the Bald 
Mountain) a 3,5 by 1 km block has been confiscated from landowners in Arrabeh 
and Yabed, for the conetruction of a new settlement, 


In a statement issued after Jenin Municipality's emergency meeting the council 
listed some of the effects of the reatriction, The statement opened by noting 
that the restriction infringes part of Jenin's municipal boundaries on the roads 
to Nagareth and Haifa, The council went on to point out that the order forbids 
the construction of an industrial zone north of the city, plane for which had 

been approved by the military authorities. The statement noted that the consider- 
able local expenditure on water, sewage and electrical facilities for the proposal 
industrial belt had all been approved by the relevant military departments. The 
order will also block municipal plans for the construction of a vegetable market 
for the city. 





On the question of housing the municipal statement protests that the restriction 
will effectively halt construction in the town and block all municipal develop- 
ment plans. After the meeting the mayor told AL=<FAJR that following the order 
building was virtually restricted to Jenin's old city. 


Jenin municipality has been requesting an extension of its boundaries since 1974, 
The town, like most on the West Bank, faces severe problems of long term planning 
because extensions have not been granted. Over the past few years, the municipal 
statement said, the council has gone to considerable expense, including the com- 
missioning of aerial photographs, in order to furnish the authorities with the 
correct documentation to back up their plans. 


The statement concluded by stating that the council believes the military authori- 
ties have overstepped their powers in issuing the restriction and called it "a 
threat to the lives and human rights of the citizens of the town." Ahmad Shawki 
told AL=FAJR that he had sent a telegram to the military governor explaining the 
dangers of order 393 and demanding an immediate cancellation of the restriction 


order, as well as permission for the municipality to carry out its extension plans. 
Order 393 


Military Order 393 is an amendment to Jordanian Law, made by the occupation 
authorities in the early days of their rule. Basically it gives local military 
governors the authority to approve or cancel any local planning decision. Order 
393/5730/1970 is the particular order for the Jenin district. Although the 
military amendment has been in force for the last 10 years local residents have 
been little affected by it so far. Mayor Ahmad Shawki told AL-FAJR that since he 
has been mayor (he was elected in 1976), the order hasn't effected the municipal- 
ity’'s work at all. 


The authorities’ excuse for passing the order--that the roads in the region need 
expanding--is angrily dismissed by local residents. Following publication of the 
order one of them pointed out to AL-FAJR that in the 32 years since the birth of 
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the estate of larael nothing has been done to improve the road network in the 
area which adjoing the Green Line close to Jenin, and that in 1) yeare of 
occupation there has been no improvement around Jenin, Local people believe 
that the order is timed to coincide with the Likud'’s scheme to do as much as 
possible to alter the character of the occupied territories before they leave 
power, 


In the meantime land prices in the region have plummeted Land which was 
fetching JD 8,000 a few weeks ago is offered for sale today at JD 2,000, 


C80: 4820 
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ISRAEL 


SEPTEMBER UNEMPLOYMENT--The number of persons seeking work in the first half 
of September wae 25,193 as compared with 23,436 in the firet half of August, 
it was reported in the summaries of the Information and Statistics Department 
of the Employment Service. The number of job offers referred to Employment 
Service was 9,473, compared to 9,214, and the number unemployed for 6 days or 
longer was 8,806, compared to 9,056. The September forecast is for 35,750 
seeking work (compared to 34,900), 18,000 job offers (compared to 18,506) and 
13,200 unemployed for 6 days or longer (compared to 14,150). [Text] [Tel Aviv 
HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 18 Sep 80 p 3) 9045 


REJECTION OF FIELD COMMAND--The IDF now sees no practical possibility of the 
establishment of a field command, due to budget difficulties and the accelerated 
organizing in the Negev. Lieutenant General Refa'el Eitan, Chief of Staff, 
clarified his position and emphasized that the program is not canceled, but 
postponed, because this is not the right time for its implementation. In 
opposition to what Deputy Defense Minister Mordecai Tzipori said yesterday, 

the IDF service officers include opponents of the new command as proposed 

by General Tal. Most of the IDF generals take the position that a field 
command should not be set up at this stage. Senior elements in the IDF say 
that Tzipori turned the field command matter into a public discussion, because 
of his inferior status ever since Prime Minister Begin has held the defense 
portfolio himself. They claim that complete integration is being preserved 

in the field forces, and inter-service cooperation is being expanded. At the 
IDF central security installation in the south, infantry, armor and engineering 
unite are being trained with the cooperation of artillery, on a single basis, 
in order to broaden cooperation--in contrast to the charge by the deputy 
minister. Relations between the deputy defense minister and IDF top brass 
have been faulty for many months. The deputy minister began an open struggle 
more than a month ago, demanding (among other things) that IDF commands should 
be restricted, and that the civilian defense command should be transferred from 
the IDF to the civil police. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 14 Sep 80 p 2) 
9045 





ENERGY INNOVATION--In Israel exhaust gas will soon be used to conserve energy: 

A team of Technion scientists has developed an air conditioning unit for buses 
that is operated exclusively by the heat of the gas from the exhaust pipes of 
vehicles. The installation was developed by Prof Moshe Ron of the Materials 
Engineering Division and Dr Uri Navon of the Mechanical Engineering Department. 
The unit contains two tanks’ one is heated by the exhaust gas of the motor; this 
heat helps to separate the hydrogen that is stored in it. The heated hydrogen is 
absorbed in the second tank. In this way much heat is emitted, which is used to 
run the air conditioning unit. The Technion researchers point out that the pro- 
portion of energy to be conserved in buses will be large: an air conditioning in- 
stallation in a bus needs 25 percent of the energy of the motor. [Text] [Tel Aviv 
MA'ARTV in Hebrew 18 Sep 80 p 4] 9045 
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GAZA SETTLEMENTS=-Gazga--The laraeli government announced plans to establish four 
new settlementa in the Katief area north of Gaga in addition to the four already 
exitating settlements in this area. The new settlements will be occupied by 1200 
laraeli families. A city is planned alongside the settlements. [Text] |[Jerusa- 
lem AL=FAJR in English 1-7 Feb 81 p 3 [Weekly Review: 29 Jan 81] | 
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JORDAN 


MOUTHPIECE OF DEMOCRATLC FRONT DENOUNCES AMMAN REGIME 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 20 Jan 81 p 8 


[Article: "Central Command of the Democratic Front Organization in Jordan 
Reveals Lies of Royal Regime; A Voice from Fraternal Jordan: Stop 
Straining Relations with Syria and with Steadfastness Front; Popular 

and National Circles Call Upon Jordanian Government To Stop the Method 

of Escalation and Tension with Syria and with the Remaining Parties of 
the Steadfastness Front and To Refrain from the Policy of Infringing 

upon the Liberation Organization" | 


[Text] The actions of the royal regime in the fraternal state of Jordan 
and the lies [disseminated by] its media no longer decieve anyone in 

the Arab homeland or even in Jordan itself. It has become clear that the 
royal regime has conspired against the Palestinian question, against the 
PLO, the only legitimate representative of the people of Palestine, and 
against the steadfastness of Syria which assumed the responsibility of 
foiling the imperialist, Zionist plan and opposing all the capitulatory 
schemes. 


The voice of the central command of the Democratic Front Organization 

in Jordan is heard from fraternal Jordan warning against the pitfalls 

of continuing the gpame of deteriorating relations with Syria and with 

the PLO. The Democratic Front is revealing the methods of the royal 
government which truly demonstrate the extent of this government's bank- 
ruptcy and its failure on both the Palestinian-Jordanian and Arab scenes. 


The newspaper, TARIQ AL-SHA'R, which is the mouthpiece of the central 
command of the Democratic Front Organization in Jordan, published in 

its recent issue an editorial entitled, "Stop Straining Relations with 
Syria and with the Steadfastness Front." The newspaper also published 

a commentary with the following citle: “Harping on the Tune of 
Regionalism Is an Ie¢'cation of Bankruptcy.” We thought we would bring 
these two articles attention of the reader because of their signi- 
ficance at a time when King Husayn's regime is continuing to carry out 
the plan that was devised for it in Washington. 


42 








Our people seem to be expressing much regret and displeasure with the 
serious decline in the government's relations with Syria and with the 
remaining parties of the Steadfastness and Resistance Front. All the 
citizens seem to be advocating or rather asking the government to stop 
the deterioration of relations and to remove the reasons for the dispute 
and the lack of confidence which have escalated the tension that has 
actually reached the brink of an explosion. 


Because this is what all the citizens seem to be saying, they were sur- 
prised and perplexed by the government's negative and provocative res- 
ponse to the Syrian government's initiative of withdrawing its military 
units from the borders. Instead of countering this Syrian initiative with 
a similar action; instead of welcoming this initiative and making a 
radical correction in relations to end the crisis of confidence and the 
factors of tension so that the energies and the efforts of the two 
countries can be turned towards confronting the common enemy, represented 
in the Camp David alliance, our government instead responded to the 
Syrian initiative in a manner that no citizen would have wished because 
our government's response was characterized by thoughtlessness, provo- 
cation and escalation of the factors of tension. 


There was a valuable opportunity for the restoration of normal relations 
between the two countries right after Syria made the announcement that it 
would begin withdrawing its forces from the borders. Responsible offi- 
cial sources, however, wasted this opportunity. At times they created 
doubts about the truth of the military withdrawals from the borders. 
Other times they directed the regime's general staff to threaten Syria 
that "it would pay an extremely exorbitant price.” Other times still, 
they intensified visits by senior officials to the units of the armed 
forces where more speeches and hostile statements were made. Responsible 
government officials continued [to advocate] modes of mutual hatred and 
regional hostilities at a time when it became clear to everyone that 

the possibilities for a confrontation were not as serious as the agen- 
cies of the government had protrayed them. This was after more than one 
Syrian official had announced that the mobilized forces were not seeking 
a military confrontation with the Jordanian army, but that they rather 
wanted to warn government circles in our country of the dangers of con- 
tinuing to embrace and support the Muslim Brotherhood group and the other 
reactionary forces that are hostile to Syria. They also wanted to draw 
the government's attention to the danger of pursuing its efforts to join 
the imperialist settlement projects through formulas that would comple- 
ment Camp David. We would not be adding anything new were we to mention 
that the government's enthusiastic involvement with the rulers of Baghdad 
in the formation of a reactionary alliance that is hostile to Syria and 
that seeks to isolate it and increase the pressures on it from outside 
and from inside is also one of the principal reasons for this tension. 


The clear announcement by the Syrian command of the reasons for the 
declining and the tense relations adds new evidence to the authenticity 
of the fears that various popular and national circles have of the 
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dangerous perils to which the government's official policy has fallen in 
recent years, and especially lase year. This policy is seriously and 
directly damaging the country, its prestige and its role, and it is 
threatening to isolate it from the Arabs again. Relying on the support of 
the rulers of Baghdad as the government's partners in the reactionary 
alliance will not be useful in breaking this isolation. 


Nationalist circles in the country had previously warned against the 
government going too far in playing with fire on more than one scene 
and in the course of facing numerous sensitive questions. 


Warnings were made more than once on the pages of this newspaper in par- 
ticular against the trends that subsequently led to the decline of 
relations with Syria and with the remaining parties of the Steadfastness 
Front. These trends had aroused the concern and the disapproval of the 
broadest sectors of the people. Last May TARIO AL=~SHA'R issued a warning 
against government circles being too impetuous in their effort to 
announce and expedite the European initiative. This is the initiative 
that “is trying to establish a suitable framework for Jordan and some 
Palestinian team to join the settlement. This initiative also seeks to 
isolate Syria, break the ranks of the PLO and destroy the foundations of 
Arab solidarity." In the same issue TARIQ AL-SHA'B also warned against 
the danger of the government's involvement "in supporting and encouraging 
the reactionary American conspiracy against Syria for the purpose of 
distracting Syria and weakening its ability to confront the coming 
episodes of the imperialist plan” through "the aid that is being offered 
in Jordan to the reactionary gangs of the Muslim Brothers and their 
destructive activities against the fraternal state." TARIQ AL-SHA'R also 
warned in the same issue against the government's lip service to Arab 
solidarity and its veroal condemnation of the policy of Arab alliances 
while it is simultaneously and very enthusiastically engaged in a close 
coordination ‘effort |] with the reactionary Iraqi alliance. TARIQ AL-SHA'B 
then concluded that "This short-sighted policy demonstrates that Jordan 
is playing a dangerous game with fire. This game hurts the country's 
prestige and Arab position, and it threatens to bring Jordan back to the 
cage of stifling isolation from the Arab nation. This policy particularly 
hurts relations with Syria and with the Palestinian Revolution, which, 
for Jordan, has always been the key to its relationship with its Arab 
surroundings. 


To arouse and enflame hateful regional prejudices government circles 
exploited on a broad scale the confusion that prevailed in some popular 
circles when the Syrian troops were being amassed on the borders. But 
much of the confusion was removed by the fact that the Syrian command 
announced the reasons for the mobilization of the troops and explained 
that their function was to issue a warning to government circles and not 
to take action whose purpose was to clash with the Jordanian armed 
forces. The excuse the government was using as the basis for its actions 
[to generate] regional hostilities and feuds and hate campaigns against 
the Syrian state was thus taken away. 




















The broadest popular and national sectors in the country are calling 

upon the government to stop the mode of escalation and tension with Syria 
and with the remaining parties of the Steadfastness Front. They are 
asking the government to stop adopting and embracing the gangs of Muslim 
Brothers and the other reactionary forces that are roaming freely in the 
country. The Lies and campaigns of those gangs and reactionary forces 
occupy prominent places in newspapers, in news broadcasts and in the 
official agencies of the media. [Their activities) are described by a 
senior official in our country as “a broad-based, popular opposition 
movement.'' They are allowed an opportunity to appeal for the overthrow of 
the Syrian regime from Jordanian soil, and their crimes are turned into 
heroic acts. The masses are asking that the slander campaigns and the 
intrigues against the other parties of the Steadfastness and Opposition 
Front be stopped. The people want to see Jordan occupy its natural place 
in the Steadfastness and Opposition Front alongside Syria and the PLO; 
they do not want to see it in positions that oppose the front or are 
hostile to it. This is what the real and effective duties dictate for 
confronting the Camp David alliance and its conspiracies. 


All the national and progressive forces of the broadest popular sectors 
are calling upon the government to stop the policy of taking risks and 
promoting the plans that complement Camp David. They are calling upon the 
government to stop regarding such matters auspicious, to stop spreading 
false optimism in the role of the new American leadership and to stop 
whitewashing its record for the masses. 


Our people are also calling for the dissolution of the government's alli- 
ance with the rulers of Baghdad whose accord with the U.S. policy and 
with the Camp David alliance has become clear. The serious effects of 
that accord are being felt, starting with encouraging the military adven- 
tures of Saddam Husayn against Iran and including attempts to isolate 
Syria, to break up the Steadfastness Front, to encourage the separatist 
forces in Lebanon to resume the civil war so as to distract Syria, the 
Resistance and the National Movement and to impose sectarian control on 
Lebanon. In addition, this alliance is weakening the resolutions of the 
Raghdad and Tunisia summit meetings and turning Arab solidarity into a 
shambles in whose recesses clients and al-Sadat's allies, including 
Qabus, Ziyad Rarri and al-Numayri, bide their time in preparation for the 
return of al-Sadat himself to the fold of Arab solidarity under the pro- 
tection of the reactionary tripartite alliance. 


Our people are asking the government to stop the policy of infringing 
upon the PLO and the rights of the Palestinian people and to stop its 
poor treatment of the Palestinian organization. This has recently become 
evident sometimes in the creation of doubts about the independence of the 
Liberation organization, sometimes in attempts to destroy its alliance 
with the remaining parties of the Steadfastness Front and still other 
times, in harping on the tune of an alternative homeland and launching 
campaigns of slander and sowing dissension among the citizens of the same 
country. It is not enough to make a verbal recognition of the libera- 
tion organization and a verbal denial of the existence of intentions for 











substitute solutions. What is being called for are concrete, practical 
steps that stop doubts with certainty. 


This is what the broadest popular circles and national forces are asking 
for to save the country from the wilderness to which the government's 
policy has led us. Only thus can we correct the growing decline in rela- 
tions with Syria and with the remaining parties of the Steadfastness 
Front and only thus can we dispel the feelings of anxiety and domestic 
lack of confidence in the government. 
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LEBANON 





CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON MAJOR ISSUES FORESEEN 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 14 Dec 80 p 17 


[Article: "Lebanese Concern and Syrian Warning About Lebanon's Drift to Camp 
David" ] 


[Text] No sooner had the Lebanese government finished dealing with the complica- 
tions and aftermath of the ‘Ayn al-Rummanah incidents than another problem of more 
serious local and Arab implications, exploded in its face. The problem resulted 
from the meeting held at the headquarters of the United Nations Emergency Force at 
Al-Naqurah between representatives from Lebanon and Israel in the presence of the 
UN commander, Gen Kira. 


The crisis triggered by the "Al-Naqurah meeting" is due to two major causes. The 
first is that it was held on Lebanese territory with the participation of Israel. 
The second is that it was held outside the framework of the Lebanese-Israeli Joint 
Armistice Commission and was described as a "preparation" for the resumption of the 
commission's meetings. 


The Lebanese Foreign Minister Fuad Butrus tried to clarify the situation by saying 
that “what is being muttered about is something that has been going on since 1967, 
for Israel has wrongly and unjustly considered that the armistice between it and 
Lebanon no longer exists." The minister went further to say that "the Lebanese 
viewpoint is supported by UN resolutions and reports, and by resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council." He said that “Lebanon attended the 
meeting at Al-Naqurah on the grounds that it was an introduction to the resumption 
of the meetings of the Joint Armistice Commission." 


Those statements by Minister Butrus have raised many reactions among Lebanese and 
non-Lebanese circles. Some people considered them to be a studied justification 
of "a deliberate mistake." Others emphasized that the meeting was an attempt to 
anticipate other meetings that might take place shortly between Israeli and 
Lebanese representatives, either within the framework of the armistice commission 
or any other international framework. 


A politician who supports the Lebanese national movement said that Lebanon cannot 
act like an ostrich which buries its head in the sand so as not to see the hunter 
and so that the hunter may not catch it. For Lebanon to bury its head in the sands 


47 














of the United Nations will not spare it the dangers of falling in the trap of the 
Israeli hunter who has proved himself adept at hunting Arab territories in Pales- 
tine, Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon, The same politician added: Most of the 
national and progressive figures are unhappy about the outcome of their contacts 
with Premier Shafiq al-Wazzan who said that his government will try to ward off 
dangers from south Lebanon, in particular, and all Lebanese territories, in 
general, by all possible means, even though some of those means may cause Lebanon 
some embarrassment on the Arab level, such as the meeting at Al-Naqurah. 


A figure close to Brig Gen Sami al-Khatib, commander of the Arab Deterrent Forces, 
said that during al-Khatib's visit to Damascus last week as an envoy of President 
Sarkis to try to resolve the so-called "Shi'ite representation knot" in the 
government of Shafiq al-Wazzan, he heard some harsh words from senior Syrian 
officials because of the Al-Naqurah meeting. A senior Syrian official asked Brig 
Gen al-Khatib to convey to President Sarkis Syria's fears and its warnings against 
a repetition of the meeting at Al-Naqurah, because meetings held outside the frame- 
work of the Joint Armistice Commission mean that Lebanon has agreed (like Egypt) 

to apply the principle of bilaterial direct negotiations with the Zionist enemy. 
The same official added that for 2 years now, the Israelis have been trying to drag 
Lebanon into bilateral negotiations after having concluded that Lebanon cannot join 
the Camp David process because of the political weakness of the Lebanese regime 
due to the presence of the ADF in Lebanon (according to the Israelis). 


But despite those Israeli attempts and despite the fact that some political and 
partisan forces in Lebanon have supported those Israel attempts, the Lebanese 
government has managed at all times to avoid the "quagmire" of bilateral talks. 


The senior Syrian official expressed the belief that the meeting at Al-Naqurah is 
in itself a condemnation of the Lebanese government and a confirmation that it has 
stumbled into bringing about the success of the Israeli attempts. But, the meeting 
was held and nothing can be done about that now, "What is required now" (sources 
say that the Syrian official repeated that phrase several times) is that a 
repetition of the Al-Naqurah meeting be avoided. 


Lebanese officials, however, are not taking these warnings with great trepidation. 
Premier Shafiq al-Wazzan has said privately that Lebanon's position at present is 
similar to that of a wife whose neglect by her husband forced her to look for a 
lover and betray her husband. Lebanon has repeatedly complained that continued 
Arab neglect, on the one hand, and continued inter-Arab disputes inside Lebanon, on 
the other, will force Lebanon to accept, and adopt positions that it rejects at 

the present time. 


.ne premier gave some examples. He said that several years ago partition was 
absolutely out of the question, in the sense that it would be impossible. But that 
situation has changed now. Those who rejected all forms of partition in the recent 
past have "for the most part" come around to the belief that some form of a federal 
system should be applied within the political formula and framework of the desired 
"new Lebanon.” It should be pointed out that the federal system in question 
involves administrative decentralization together with some form of political 
decentralization which gives each region a distinct administrative and political 
character. 
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Some of those who heard the remarks made by the premier commented that what the 
premier's words meant is that those who have opposed anda still oppose the holding 
of official or "unofficial" Lebanese contacts with Israel may change their mind 
and agree to holding whatever contacts are necesrary with Israel on the premise 
that they are trying to spare Lebanon internal and external dangers which still 
face Lebanon. 


A source close to Premier al-Wazzan said that the premier will shortly make a tour 
of some Arab capitals, primarily the capitals of the Arab Gulf states, to explain 
that situation and to emphasize that "the continued Arab neglect of Lebanon may 
lead to a situation which is far worse than the Camp David accords." The same 
source says that the government was not disturbed by the "Al-Naqurah meeting" but 
has actually facilitated the holding of that meeting so that Lebanon may use it as 
a stick with which to threaten the Arabs, 


Some political sources, however, expressed pessimism about the results which the 
premier can obtain from his Arab tour. They say that the present Arab situation 
of political and ideological divisions and so forth will further complicate 
things, whereby Lebanon will be faced by one conclusion--the persistence of Arab 
incapacity. The same sources said they were apprehensive that the Lebanese 
regime's decision to conduct some moves on the Arab level at this particular time 
implies certain premeditated intentions and objectives. The regime's insistence 
on making approaches with the Arab governments, despite its preknowledge of the 
state of inter-Arab divisions, means that it intends to apply a policy calculated 
to embarrass the Arabs and use Arab incapacity as a pretext to break away from the 
Arab ranks by holding bilateral contacts with Israel, for example. 


Other sources have added to this the following conclusions: Lebanon has lost the 
bet on Western Europe's ability to help it put a stop to the continuation of the 
Israeli policy towards it. By placing faith in Western Europe's ability, Lebanon 
was hoping to transcend the conditions of Arab incapacity. But the Lebanese cal- 
culations did not pay off, and Lebanon's optimism in that regard remained just 
pipe dreams, to quote the former premier Salim al-Huss. This explains why the 
Lebanese government has recently made intensive contacts with the French government 
and asked it to throw its weight behind efforts designed to put an end to the cur- 
rent situation in southern Lebanon, on the grounds that what is happening there is 
placing a heavy burden on the back of the Lebanese government, thereby preventing 
it from taking whatever steps are necessary to maintain security and stability in 
all parts of Lebanon, 


There is information to the effect that it was the French government which has 
persuaded Israel to revive the armistice commission. But the Israeli government 
stipulated preparatory meetings before reviving the activities of the commission, 
so as to seek clarifications from Lebanon about the reasons which, in Israel's 
view, have caused che suspension of the commission's work, following the signing 
of the Cairo agreement between the Lebanese government and the PLO in 1969, 


Lebanon agreed to that Israeli condition and in return asked Israel, at the 
Al-Naqurah meeting, to demonstrate its good will towards Lebanon, Specifically, 
Lebanon presented the following demands; 
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le-That Israel should stop interfering in the south, 


2=-That Israel should discontinue direct and indirect aid to the forces of Maj 
Ba'd Haddad is. the border area. 


3~-That Israel should completely withdraw from Lebanese territory, 


4--That Israel should close "the good fence" and all other fences which it had 
established along the borders with Lebanon. 


5--That Israel should facilitate the task of the UN emergency forces and agree to 
the return of the UN observers to the area. 


These were the main Lebanese conditions. The Israeli conditions need no explana- 
tion. The Israelis repeated their demands that armed Palestinians should withdraw 
from the south and the Cairo agreement should be abolished. 


According to sources in the Lebanese army, the meeting at Al-Naqurah did not pro- 
duce final results. That is natural. These sources added that Lebanon wants to 
revive the armistice commission and that if it managed to do that it would con- 
sider it a political victory at a time when Arab political and military victories 
are in abeyance. 
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FORMER PRESIDENT HOLDS SARKIS LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTINUED CRISIS 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 12 Dec 80 p 15 


[Interview with Former Lebanese President Sulayman Franjiyah in Zgharta; Date Not 
Given } 


[Text] "I don't know what diabolical method has plunged us all into these events." 
This is what former Lebanese president Sulayman Franjiyah told AL-QABAS in an 
exclusive interview in which he affirmed that the Lebanese crisis will end before 
the «nd of 1982, that is after the election of a new president. He said in that 
regard: “Any new president will be better than the present one." 


Answering another question, he stressed that he has information to the effect that 
Israel will offer the lands which it has recently “carved out" from south Lebanon 
to the Palestinians as a new home. 


President Franjiyah began his tal« by explaining the reason for his continued re- 
treat in his hometown, Zgharta. He said: "Actually, my stay here has had good 
results for the area. My cooperation with former premier Rashid Karami has had 
unsurpassable results. The citizens here in the north, which makes up one-fifth 

of the Lebanese republic, live in the best of conditions. Sure, there are inci- 
dents. But then there are incidents in the most advanced states of the world. In 
Switzerland, for example. The incidents in the north, however, are individual and 
marginal. At any rate, we are spared the regrettable incidents which take place in 
the other areas." 


[Question] You have said that you cannot hold the PLO solely responsible for 
events in Lebanon. Can you name the other parties which share that responsibility? 


[Answer] Everyone, dear fellow. We have here a homeless people (meaning the 
Palestinian people) which need many things. Anyone can get anything he wants and 
act as he likes. I do not hold any one party entirely responsible for everything. 
There are many peoples in the world which act in an objectionable manner even in 
their own countries and on their own soil. 


[Question] Pardon me, Mr President. Do you believe that what happened in Lebanon 
over the past 5 years was due to spontaneous and immediate causes or due to old 
causes that go back to the independence of Lebanon in 19437 
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[Anawer] No, the causes were spontaneous, The events were the result of a design 
in which all parties unwittingly participated. What is the diabolical method which 
managed to drag ue all into all thie? I don't know. Had I known, I would have 
reeiated it, but I don't know what it is, 


[Question] So, the calculated design which you have referred to is still there? 


[Anewer] Yes, it still continues, but in a different manner, At the beginning, 
ite aim was to drive the Christians out of Lebanon and give parts of Lebanese 

soil to the Palestinians (resettlement). But this has changed, The aim now is to 
resettle the Palestinians anywhere in Lebanon, but not in place of the Christians, 
God willing, we will be able to say one day that thie design has also failed. But 
then what would they plot for the future? God knows. Israel has begun to “chop 
off" some territories in the south of Lebanon, and I believe that it aime at giving 
these territories to the Palestinians, or at least to propose giving them those 
lands as part of an overall plan to liquidate the Palestinian question. In that 
case, one has to ask: who will suffer? Of course, the one who will suffer will 
be the Lebanese whose land has been taken as well as the Palestinian who will 
still be outside his homeland. Only Israel will be satisfied. 


[Question] Then, we cannot say that the resettlement plan has failed or is over? 
[Answer] No, I can't say that it has come to an end. But I can say that it is no 


longer applicable in some Lebanese areas, but is only applicable to some parts of 
south Lebanon. 





[Question] Can it be optimistically said from now that the Lebanese crisis will 
come to an end in 1982-83, that is after the election of a new Lebanese president? 


[Answer] I assure you that things will begin to move before 1982 is over, because 
any Lebanese who is elected president, provided that he is able to shoulder 
responsibility and has a conscience which would trouble him if he failed to carry 
out his responsibility, will be better than President Sarkis. Of course, the 
future president should be of the highest caliber. 


[Question] What you are saying, then, is similar to the popular saying which 
roughly says that a one-eyed person is still better than a blind man. Or at least 
this is what you think. Isn't that so? 


[Answer] What I am saying coincides with the statement: To be or not to be. 
[Question] Even if the new president lacks the qualities which you have mentioned? 


[Answer] Any new president will be better than the present one, because his 
"“excellency" is not bothered or disturbed by anything that happens in the country. 


[Question] You have been calling for the resignation of President Ilyas Sarkis and 
launching a severe personal and political campaign against him. Why? Is it right 

to hold the president responsible for everything that has taken and is taking place 
on the Lebanese arena, especially since the genesis of the present Lebanese crisis 

predates the election of President Sarkis to the presidency? 
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|Anewer) We were not originally against President Sarkis, We gave him all the 
necessary support on the various levels, This was part of the Arab support given 
to him, especially during the mini-summit in Riyadh in 1976 which decided to 

place an Arab Deterrent Force of 30,000 soldiers at hie disposal, All these 
troops were placed under his command, He could give them orders in line with the 
nature of the task for which they were sent to Lebanon, namely, the establishment 
of security and peace and the renormalization of life in Lebanon, But tell me, 
what order has President Sarkis given the ADF from 1976 until now? He has not 
issued any. This is strange, indeed, because the Arabs repeatedly tried to demon- 
Strate their real backing of Lebanon, especially at the Bayt al-Din conference, 

But despite all this, President Sarkis did not know how to convert the Arab support 
given to him into a political and military force which would bring Lebanon back to 
health, At the Tunis summit, the Arabe asked Sarkis to do something, but he failed 
to do anything. 


[Question] So you believe, Mr President, that it is incorrect to say that inter- 
Arab differences are one of the major causes of the Lebanese crisis, since the 
Arabs offered the Lebanese president all the support that he would need’ 


[Answer] No other Lebanese president has ever received the kind of Arab support 
offered to President Sarkis. Unfortunately, he shirked his responsibility and lost 
many golden opportunities. They are opportunities which Lebanon has missed and 
lost. Therein lies our national tragedy. So, how do you want us not to call on 
Ilyas Sarkis to relieve himself and relieve us? If God inspired and guided 
President Sarkis to return to his hometown, Al-Shabbanah, (that is resign), 
Lebanon will not be plunged in a political or constitutional crisis. As Sarkis was 
elected in 1976 in the midst of security and political disturbances and troubles, 
so can a new president be elected now. The present security and political situa- 
tions are far better than the situations which existed during the presidential 
elections 4 years ago. 


Former president Franjiyah emphasized that his views on President Sarkis are sound 
and correct. He cites the example of the Lebanese army to support his premises, 
saying that if President Sarkis had been wise and capable, he would have formed a 
strong army and organized it in accordance with the highest standards of adminis- 
trative and military systems. But this has not happened, he says. "The proof is 
that the army is not present in any Lebanese area at present. It is present in some 
small and limited areas and streets, but it is ineffective and incapable of taking 
any decisive action. The latest evidence of this is still fresh in the memories. 
I am referring to what occurred during and after the recent events in ‘Ayn 
al-Rummanah. In those events, the army command has proved that it is in collusion 
with the Phalangist Party, exactly like President Sarkis who is decidedly in 
collusion with the Phalangists--past, present and future." 


[Question] Mr President, let's stay with the subject of the army. How can we say 
that the Lebanese army does not exist in the midst of many private "armies" in 
Lebanon? In other words, can there logically be a legitimate army in the presence 
of "illegitimate armies?" 
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[Anewer] There is no army, This becomes clear when we look at ite placement and 
deployment in Lebanon. There could save been an army if President Sarkis were 
serious about rebuilding the army on sound bases, But President Sarkis had no such 
intention, The rebuilding of the present army was done in accordance with the 
methods and on the bases of which the Lebanese people complained in the sixties and 
the seventies, The present army structure reserves the highest authority and power 
for army intelligence, thereby giving army intelligence license to commit excesses, 
suppress freedoms and violate the rights of citizens, which ie exactly what used 

to take place during that period of Lebanon's history which I mentioned earlier. 
President Sarkis tried to rebuild the army on the wrong bases, and Lebanon is now 
paying the price for that. In short, Lebanon is paying the price of the misguided 
policy of the president. 


This is what former president Franjiyah had to say. He seems to be in an ordinary 
political position, which has come as a surprise to many people who had wagered, 
when he withdrew from the Lebanese front, that he would be in a more powerful and 
advanced political position. 


The former president now spends all hie time in seclusion in Zgharta, in the 
winter, and [hdin, in the summer. He describes his relationship with the Syrians 
as "a good, personal relationship." He also says that his relations with the 
national Lebanese forces are good, but that “everyone has his own norm and line." 
As for his relations with the PLO, he says that they are “normal” and that he has 
contacts with Yasir ‘Arafat, “but they are indirect contacts through intermediaries." 
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LEBANON 


PHALANGIST POSITION ON LEBANESE CRISIS EXPOUNDED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 13 Dec 80 p 17 


[Interview with Phalangist Leader Bashir al-Jumayyil in Beirut; Date of Interview 
Not Given] 


[Text] Palestinian aggression, Palestinian terrorism and Palestinian dominat ions 
are a triangle which obsesses Bashir al-Jumayyil, “commander of the Lebanese 
forces." As he puts it, that triangle is responsible for the entire Lebanese 
tragedy. Indeed, its impact has gone beyond the borders of Lebanon and was 
responsible for the failure of several European initiatives designed to resolve 

the Lebanese crisis, because the European powers, in al-Jumayyil's view, yielded to 
Palestinian intimidation. He did not fail to mention oil blackmail as an adjunct 
to Palestinian intimidation in thwarting all Lebanese initiatives, as he put it. 


Bashir al-Jumayyil says that the Phalangist Party has sought to prevent the anti- 
Arab backlash in Lebanon. He considers that the backlash is a natural phenomenon 
in view of Arab support of the Palestinian aggression against Lebanon. 


Al-Jumayyil says that one of the objectives which were pursued by the Phalangist 
Party was the objective of explaining to all the Arabs, once and for all, that 
Lebanon is stronger and tougher than they think. The “commander of the Lebanese 
forces" believes that the armed clashes between the Phalangists and the National 
Liberal Party were merely a process of "self-purging."” As for the clashes in the 
western sector of Beirut, they hold a very important future significance for him, 
for they foretell the restlessness of the people and their hope to get rid of the 
Palestinian domination and the Syrian presence. 


Of course, al-Jumayyil has certain conditions for cooperating with President Ilyas 
Sarkis and for meeting with this or that leader of the other side. He would meet 
with Yasir ‘Arafat only if ‘Arafat rejects resettlement in practice and only when 
the Palestinians in Lebanon return to their refugee camps and hand over all their 
weapons to the Lebanese authorities. 


The following is the full text of the questions posed by AL-QABAS and Bashir 
al-Jumayyil's answers, without alteration or deletion: 


[Question] Between 1975 and 1980, what were the most prominent political achieve- 
ments of the Phalangist Party? Are there goals that have not been achieved yet? 
What are they and why haven't they been achieved yet? 
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[Anawer) The Phalangist Party has participated in--in fact, led--the Lebanese 
resistance movement and has borne and still bears the major burden of that 
resistance, The Phalangist Party has recognized the seriousness of the paycholog- 
{cal and national setback caused by "the Palestinian aggression" against Lebanon, 
with the support and material backing of the Arabs, and has therefore sought to 
prevent the anti-Arab backlash, which is a natural reaction in such a situation, 
So, the Phalangists managed to ward off the aggression while at the same time pre- 
serving the Lebanese Christians’ belief in coexistence with the Lebanese Moslems, 


This massive achievement has prevented the plotters from fulfilling their goal of 
resettling the Palestinians in Lebanon by closing all outlets in the face of the 
Christians while only keeping the route of partition open. The plotters would then 
justify the resettlement of the Palestinians by saying that the Christians were 

the culprits who first went ahead with the partition of the country. 


There are three goals which we hope to achieve in the future. These are: 


One--The removal of all the non-Lebanese armed forces from all the territories 
of Lebanon. 


Two--To reestablish the bonds among all groups of the Lebanese people on the basis 
of mutual respect and of insuring the freedom and security of all the Lebanese 
entities within the bounds of the unified Lebanese state which is defined in the 
constitution and recognized by the international community. 


Three--To explain to all the Arabs, once and for all, that Lebanon is stronger 
and tougher than they think and that it is capable of dealing with any aggressor 
or usurper. 


[Question] Your relationship with the National Liberal Party has continued to be 
normal despite the armed clashes in ‘Ayn al-Rummanah and elsewhere. How do you 
explain that? 


[Answer] It is natural for relations among parties that share similar Lebanese 
nationalists beliefs to be strong and cohesive. This is the situation between us 
and the National Liberal Party. The armed collisions were not between the two 
parties, but were merely a process of self-purging carried out by the Lebanese 
forces, including the Phalangist military forces, against some of their armed 
elements. A similar operation could have taken place against armed elements which 
belong to another party in the Lebanese front, if these parties did not undertake 
disciplining their own elements and purging their own ranks. 


[Question] Are there new organizational formulas for your alliance with the 
National Liberal Party in the future? 


[Answer] The Phalangist and National Liberal Parties are making all kinds of 
arrangements and organizational preparations to consolidate the alliance between 
them. The basic agreement between them, concluded on 19 November, had set down 
the main foundations of that alliance. 














[Question] What is your assesement of the recent events in the western sector of 
Beirut? 


[Anawer] What took place in the western sector is of very important significance 
for the future, It shows that there is a restlessness and a desire to get rid of 
two points of pressure: The pressure of the leftist ideologies and the pressure 
of the foreign gun, represented by the Palestinian "domination" and the Syrian 
presence, That restlessness may not want to express these goale publicly at this 
time, but it will eventually seek to carry them out, sooner or later, 


[Question] Some leaders of the national movement, such as Walid Junblat, are being 
moderate in their positions, Why aren't there contacts and meetings between you 
and them? 


[Answer] I have stated on several occasions that I am willing to make contacts 

with any of the other Lebanese parties, and I have not made any preconditions for 
such contacts. I am willing, today, tomorrow and any day, to meet with anyone so 
that we may quickly reestablish peace and calm in the homeland. I| am not dis- 
closing a secret when | say that the Islamic leaderships desire the same thing. But 
the state of "occupation" which involves the Islamic and Druze leaderships prevents 
them from fulfilling their desire. Therefore, contacts and meetings among the 
various Lebanese groups will be quickly reestablished and efforts to rebuild the 
state will be exerted when that domination is brought to an end. 


[Question] Also, why are there no contacts between you and the traditional leader- 
ships, such as Sa'ib Salam? 


[Answer] Chance will have it that your question comes at a time when the Lebanese 
television carried the meeting and dialogue between Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil and 
former premier Sa'ib Salam. Does not this prove that the lack of contacts is a 
transient thing and nothing more? 


[Question] You always insist on “cooperation with the Moslems" and you fail to 
recognize the presence of Lebanese parties in "the other areas," Why? And how do 
you answer those who say that your approach and orientation are “sectarian?” 


[Answer] The Lebanese society is in actual reality a society of groups and sects. 
Historians and social researchers alike have recognized in no uncertain terms that 
each group and sect elings to its particularistic qualities and characteristics. 
There is nothing wrong in that. In principle, it is not at odds with the will to 
coexistence. Pluralism and diversity in Lebanon are a reality which has re- 
affirmed itself at all times. What we have to do then is channel and organize that 
pluralism and diversity in a harmonious fashion {nstead of allowing them to be on a 
collision course, 


With that in mind, we believe that the Druze and Moslems in Lebanon should organize 
themselves into political parties which represent and express their own intrinsic 


character. The Christians should do the same, and the two groups would then 
coordinate and harmonize their activities through a common framework, But to say 
that the Syrian National Social Party, the Communist Party (or the other Marxist 





parties), or the Arab Soctaliat Ba'th Party represent and express the conscience 
of the Lebanese Moslems, we would be misrepresenting the sociological reality of 
the Moslems in Lebanon and overlooking the supra=Lebanese nationalist [pan-Arab] 
nature of those parties, How “Lebanese” are these parties’? And how can the 
Syrian National Social Party claim to speak for the Moslems in the west sector 
of Beirut when we witness the severe reaction to the killing of a member of the 
Al-Murabitun organization and read leaflets and statements accusing the Syrian 
National Social Party of being “alien” and of harming "the Islamic character" of 
that area? 


[Question] There is a concentrated political campaign against President Ilyas 
Sarkis. Do you think that the president is capable of doing anything in view of 
the presence of various armed parties and organizations? 


[Anewer] President Sarkis has a tremendous force--the force of legitimacy. This 
force guides his actions. If President Sarkis is unable to do what the situation 
in Lebanon requires him to do, it ta only because the force of legitimacy is 
completely neutralized in the areas controlled by the Palestinian and Syrian 
"occupations." The task and actions of the legitimate government are indivisible. 
They are either complete--a whole--or they are nothing. 


[Question] Former President Sulayman Franjiyah has accused President Sarkis of 
collusion with the Phalangists. What do you say to that? 


[Answer] This question should be addressed to the two persons concerned and not 
to us. 


[Question] There are those who say that the Phalangist Party has weakened the 
Lebanese army in the areas in which it is stationed, such as ‘Ayn al-Rummanah and 
Furn al-Shubbak, and that this contradicts the Ph alangists' call for strengthening 
the army and for the army's deployment in all areas of Lebanon, How would you 
respond to that? 


[Answer] The Phalangist Party is renowned for having defended all the legitimate 
institutions since independence. The institution of the army was in the forefront 
of the institutions which the Phalangists have always said that they should be 
spared anything that is Likely to weaken them. Since the outbreak of the present 
crisis and to this moment, the Phalangist Party adhered to this position. It has 
done nothing to change that position. What happened is that the collapse of the 
army at a time when the homeland was in dire need for it to defend the citizen's 
freedom, security and dignity, showed us the loopholes through which the army was 
undermined and neutralized as a force. There are several causes for such loop- 
holes. We have attacked, and still attack, those causes, not the army itself. We 
want a Lebanese army which can effectively carry out its duties and tasks as a 
defender and savior of the homeland and the citizens of that homeland. We are 
prepared to dedicate all our capabilities to achieve that goal. 


[Question] The American president-elect Ronald Reagan has said that he would not 
establish contacts with the PLO because it is "a terrorist organization," as he 
put it. Do you yourselves refuse to have contacts and a dialogue with the PLO for 
the same reason? 
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[Anawer] First, we do not have an inferiority complex vis-a-vis anyone, We are 
soldiers in the defense of the Lebanese cause, and we are prepared to go anywhere 
and talk to anyone for the sake of defending the Lebanese cause and insuring its 
victory. 


Secondly, we categorically reject any contacts or talks with the PLO if the PLO 
acts as a substitute for any Lebanese group, speaks in the name of that group or 
presents itself as a representative and spokesman for the Moslems of Lebanon, 
Thirdly, we have no objection to talking with the PLO on the basis of the two 
following conditions: 


l--That the PLO should remove all the manifestations of resettlement whic) ‘ave 
been installed on the ground thus far, and which the PLO is trying to co.cal from 
the domestic, Arab and international public opinion through statements that contra- 
dict the reality which we witness and watch every day. 


2=-That the Palestinians should return to their camps and hand over all their arms 
to the Lebanese authorities. 


[Question] Dr Charles Malik says that the new American president will show more 
understanding of the Lebanese question than his predecessor Carter. What do you 
expect from Ronald Reagan with regard to Lebanon specifically? 


[Answer] We hope that the new president will understand the facts of the Lebanese 
question and support our clear right to live in our country peacefully and 
amicably. 


[Question] The West European powers--France in particular--have tried several 
times to undertake initiatives to bring about peace in Lebanon. But they have 
failed. Why have they failed in your view? 


[Answer] Those powers have succumbed to Palestinian "intimidation and terrorism" 
and oil “blackmail," and have failed to take account of the steadfastness of the 
Christians in Lebanon and their determination to defend their freedom, security 
and dignity. I believe that our steadfastness and endurance have begun to make 
those nations feel that they have to review their positions and make sound and 
proper initiatives which would lead to the reestablishment of national sovereignty 
in all of Lebanon and to ending the domination imposed on the Lebanese. 


[Question] Do you believe that the Iraqi-Iranian war will have any particular 
effects on Lebanon, and if so what kind of effects? 


[Answer] I do not believe that the Iraqi-Iranian war will have any negative effects 
on Lebanon. 


[Question] What are the effects of the Syrian-Soviet treaty on Lebanon, in par- 
ticular, and the Middle East, in general? 


[Answer] The Syrian-Soviet treaty has formalized a situation that existed in 
effect before that. It has not added anything new to the political scene in the 
area, or at least this is what appears to us to be the case. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


HEAVY INDUSTRIES PROJECT--The secretary of heavy industries concluded an agreement 
with an international company yesterday for construction of a main electrical 
distribution plant and auxiliary plants at the Muserata iron and steel complex, 
connection of the powerplant with 220-kilowatt high-tension wires, maintenance 
shops and a water purification plant for the complex' system. The secretary also 
ratified an agreement with an international company entrusted with the construction 
of a dessalinization plant for the iron and steel complex and is planning the 
training of national personnel to be in charge of the management and operation of 
the complex. [Text] [Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in 
French 1 Feb 81 p 7] 11,464 





AFFORESTATION PROJECT--The afforestation project is well underway in the region 
of Amsaad on the eastern border of the republic. Producers from the Secretariat 
of Sport and citizens groups in Amsaad have participated in the project, which 
is the result of resolutions of People's Congresses concerning the conversion of 
the border area into forest so as to avoid any confrontation with the Egyptian 
Army. [Text] [Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 
3 Feb 81 p 3) 11,464 


SAVINGS, INVESTMENT BANK ESTABLISHED--In accordance with the resolutions of the 
rank-and-file People's Congresses at their third regular session for the year 89/90 
following the death of the Prophet, that is, 1980-1981 on the Christian calendar, 
the General People's Congress has passed a law stipulating the establishment of a 
savings and investment bank. The law also provides for establishment of a Libyan 
profit-sharing company called the Savings and Investment Bank having its own 

legal status and attached to the Office of Secretary of Housing. Its main office 
will be in Tripoli. This bank may set up other branches in the country depending 
on the activities it is called upon to perform. The law defines the bank's pre- 
rogatives: support to construction and city planning activities, while encouraging 
savings and investment and granting terms aimed at furnishing the necessary housing. 
Within the framework of the plan and considering the country's general policy, the 
law stipulates that capital will total 100 million dinars. It also provides for 
eliminatior of the investment portion of the Libyan Industrial and Investment 

Bank and the dissolution of two national investment and land companies. Naturally, 
the assets of the land portion of the industrial bank and those of the companies 

in question must revert to the capital of the savings bank. Likewise, funds from 
the land banks needed by the public treasury and commercial banks must return to 
the Savings and Investment Bank, which must publish the documents of these banks 
equivalent to the value of the funds coming to it. [Text] [Paris BULLETIN QUOTI- 
DIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA=-PRESSE in French 3 Feb 81 p 4] 11,464 
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MAURITANIA 


SITUATLON OF BLACKS IN NATION SAID TO BE SERIOUS 
Brussels REMARQUES ARABO-AFRICAINES in French Dec 80-Jan 81 p 80 


[Article by Tidjane Diaw, member of leadership of the Conscience of the Muslim 
Black Africans Movement | 


[Text } From an occasional correspondent who writes us from N'Dioum 
(Senegal), we have received a long letter from which we have 
excerpted the following essential passages: 


Muslim authorities -- the Ould Haydalla and Ould Boukhreiss Saharans, to be more 
precise — recently made a decision that is aimed, it is claimed, at applying 
punishments set forth by our holy religion Islam, 


This measure requires Black communities in Mauritania and neighboring countries to 
make certain observations about the intentions of the promoters of the decision 
and the methods of its application. That is what we propose to do here, hoping 
that your newspaper will publish this letter, whose purpose is to call attention 
to the seriousness of the situation of Blacks in Mauritania. 


Although no adult in West Africa is unaware of the background and tribal misdeeds 
of the miserable personages just named, we believe it useful to recall certain 
facts. Everyone knows that the fabric of Saharan history is made up of looting, 
raids and abductions. These activities, criminal and disgraceful in the eyes of 
[siamic morals and law, have been engaged in until even recently to the detriment 
of Blacks in Mauritania, Mali and Senegal. In fact, members of this group regu- 
larly came to burn Black villages in these regions and, taking advantage of the 
general confusion, massacred their inhabitants, making no distinction between men, 
women or children. They spared only a few strong young men whom they took away to 
their Saharan lair. There, under the worst possible conditions and until the end 
of their days, the victims had to serve as slaves, starved, beaten, the object of 
the most inhuman persecution at all hours of the day and night. Naturally, the 
Saharan pirates stole livestock, clothing, grain and seed, ripped jewelry off dead 
women, destroyed everything in their path, leaving behind them nothing useful or 
living, like Attila's Huns. 


It would be false to believe that these raiders spared their brothers in race, the 
Nar-ou-Guennar (bush Whites). They looted, sacked their property, destroyed their 
precious manuscripts containing their millennial knowledge. 














By what right do the Ould Haydalla and Ould Boukhreiss set themselves up as the 
pillars of our holy religion Islam, they whose Muslim orthodoxy is eminently 
dubious? 


We Black Africans of Mauritania, Senegal and Mali read their intentions with no 


difficulty because we have known them for a long time. They want to deceive all the 


people of Mauritania, where they have monopolized political power by a holdup 
worthy of their ancestors: They want to frighten Mauritanian Blacks, for over whom 
is the holy law exercised? Over Black Africans, naturally! Does this mean that 
the Nar-ou-Guennar do not kill, do not rob? That is exactly what the Saharan 
racists are trying to show. In that also, they are the worthy successors of ‘he r 
ancestors. 


This decision is therefore demagogic and arbitrary. It was made by individuai 
ignorant of the true laws of Islam and who at any rate have no right to speak in 
its name, It is the copy of the way in which Mauritanian prisoners of Black 
African origin were treated by the cousins of Ould Haydalla and Ould Boukhreiss, 
the racist, murdering POLISARIO. 


We appeal to Black Africans who are aware and to moderate Moors with whom we have 
always lived in harmony to drive out Ould Haydalla and Ould Boukhreiss before they 
sow chaos throughout the region, they and their Algerian and Libyan financial 
backers. 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET WARSHIPS--Friday, at Rabat, we received word from several sources that for 
almost a month several Soviet warships have been cruising along the territorial 
waters of the Moroccan Sahara coast. According to these sources, the squadron of 
Soviet ships, which included at least one guided missile destroyer, a dredger and a 
logistic support ship, docked at Dakar at the end of December, after the Moroccan 
navy had boarded three Soviet trawlers. According to some sources, the Moroccans 
had boarded a fourth Soviet trawler since the arrival of the Soviet warships. Fol- 
lowing the boarding of the first two trawlers, the Moroccan sources stated, on 13 
December, that these ships were caught in the act of fishing in a zone plainly with- 
in Moroccan territorial waters. According to the same source, the "Govornov" crew 
had attempted several maneuvers against the Moroccan patrol ship and had even tried 
to kidnap the two Moroccan officers who had gone aboard. Three Soviet sailors had 
been wounded on this occasion. According to the same reliable source, "the false 
interpretation given to this affair by certain circles which are trying to wnder- 
mine relations between Morocco and the USSR," are deeply regretted. However, it 
added, "while valuing the safeguarding of these relations within the framework of 
traditional friendship, Morocco would nevertheless not allow its territorial waters 
to be deliverately violated." [Text] [Rabat L'OPINION in French 24 Jan 81 p i] 8870 


TELEVISION NETWORK--The Moroccan government, represented by Mr Abdelwahid Belakziz, 
minister of information, and the French company SOFIRAD [Radio Broadcasting Financ- 
ing Company] represented by its president, Director General Xavier Gouyou-Beauchamp, 
signed an agreement for the establishment of a second television network in the Moroccan 


Kingdom. The work will be carried out in two stages. During the first one, which in- 
volves installing basic equipment, the statio will cover the chief towns and provinces 
of Rabat-Sale, Casablanca, Meknes, Fes and Marrakech. The second stage will cover 


the east and north of the country. It should be borne in mind that the House of 
Representatives had approved the budget intended for the establishment of two tele- 
vision networks as part of the Ministry of Information budget. The financing of 
this important project comes within the first part of the Morocco-French cooperation 
treaty. Among participants in the signing ceremony were the interim charge d'af- 
faires at the French embassy in Rabat; the head of the press and information divi- 
sion at the Ministry of State in charge of foreign affairs and cooperation, Moulay 
Ahmed Drissi, and the Ministry of Information associates. [Text] [Rabat L'OPINION 
in French 24 Jan 81 p 3] 8870 
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HASSAN/KHALED VISIT--Friday evening, his majesty King Khaled ibn Abd al-Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia, paid a personal visit to hie majesty King Hassan II, at his reaidence 
in Taef, Saudi Arabia. During thie visit, is majesty King Khaled was accompanied 
by his royal highness, Crown Prince Fahd ibn Abd al-Aziz, deputy prime minister of 
the Council of Ministers; their royal highnesses, Prince Abdallah ibn Abd al-Aziz, 
second deputy prime minister of the Counci! of Ministers and commander of the Royal 
Guard; Prince Sultan ibn Abd al-Azgiz, minieter of defense and aviation, and Prince 
Saud Al-Faysal, minister of foreign affairs. [Text] [Rabat L'OPINION in French 

25 Jan 81 p 1) 8870 


M'RADER DAM=--The Ministry of Equipment and National Promotion has just issued a com- 


petition notice for the preselection of firme for building a dam on the M'Rader, 
intended to ensure the water supply for SONASID [National Metallurgical Company] 
Iron and Steel works and the town of Nador. This city's rapid growth, with the 
construction of the new port, the SONASID project and the MAROC PHOSPHORE project, 
is at the same time, cevsing the water problem. The dam, which will be built on the 
lower course of the M'Rador, is 27 km as the crow flies to the south of Nador. The 
work to be constructed is a ground work requiring the following: 260,000 cubic 
meters of land fill, 22,000 cubic meters of digging and 3,300 cubic meters of con- 
crete. We should point out that the EEC will partially finance the Nador water- 
supply works. [Text] [Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 23 Jan 81 p 5) 8870 
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SYRIA 


NAHR AL-KABIR AL-~SHAMALI DAM PROJECT DISCUSSED 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 21 Nov 80 p 3 


[Article by Nazar Darwish: “How Far Has Nahr al-Kabir al-Shamali Dam Project Pro- 
gressed? 38 Villages To Use Dam Water to Irrigate 14,000 Hectares of Agricultural 
Land; Dam To Supply Pure Water to City of Latakia and Surrounding Villages") 


[Text] Since the question of irrigation and watering crops ie directly connected 
with the agricultural question because the success of farming depends basically on 
the quantities of water which are used at the proper times, it is natural to build 
dams in all agricultural areas where there are water sources. This enables the 
peasant to control the fate of his crops and water his parched land when necessary 
to produce a good crop, rather than remain at the mercy of fate and nature, waiting 
for the downpour. When rain does not fall in some seasons, a true catastrophe 
strikes the yield and income of the peasant, and consequently that has a direct 
reflection on the national income since we are still an agricultural state. 


Nahr al-Kabir Dam Project 


One of the most important agricultural irrigation projects planned for the Latakia 
Province region is the Nahr al-Kabir al-Shamali Dam project. After work on the dam 
is completed, a number of agricultural areas and villages will be irrigated, in add- 
ition to making use of fallow land to grow citrus fruits, other fruits, tobacco and 
vegetables. Also, clean drinking water will be assured for the city of Latakia. 


It is true that work on this project hit some stumbling blocks in its early stages 
for reasons which hindered completion of some work determined under the implementa- 
tion and study plan. However, work was spurred on and speeded up this year and es- 
calated swiftly as a result of passing all of the difficulties, which helped to 
complete the most important work which is considered the cornerstone of such pro- 
jects. This is what has moved us to speak now about the importance of this project 
and its many merits, and to explain the stages which have been completed and are 
nearing completion. When will the final stages be completed? 


Dam Is Result of Cooperation With Soviets 
This project is being built on the basis of the technical and economic cooperation 
agreement signed between Syria and the Soviet Union in 1974. This agreement speci- 


fies that the Soviet Union will offer a loan to finance this project, in addition to 
offering technical aid to study and build all stages of the dam, including its ir- 
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rigation networks. The technical aid aleo includes sending experts, specialists 
and professionals, importing the modern technical equipment needed to build the dam, 
and ensuring the availability of raw materials and all other equipment needed to 
build the dam. 


Study Stage 


First came investigation and survey work to select a suitable site for the dam basin 
and irrigation networks as a first stage prior to preparing the technical and 
engineering studies for this project. The Khan ‘Ata Allah district 30 kilometers 
east of Latakia Province was designated as the area for the dam. The occupied 
agricultural land in that area was appropriated in mid-spring of 1975, and millions 
of pounds were paid to the peasants as compensation for their land appropriated for 
the dam project. Final plans were then prepared, with the provision that executory 
files would then be assembled for the various dam installations and divisions so 
that the first stage of work on the dam could begin. This first stage was the stage 
of excavations and laying concrete foundations. 


Stages of the Project 


Work on the dam project is divided into two basic stages. The first stage includes 
all excavation work to change the course of the river so that it creates the diver- 
sion canal, other diversionary dams, and laying the concrete foundations. The 
second stage includes fill work to build the body of the dam and installation of 
all of the mechanical and electrical equipment necessary for the operation of the 
dam. 


What Has Been Done Thus Far? 


As of now, about 1 million cubic meters of the excavations for the installations of 
the body of the dam (which will amount to 2 million cubic meters) have been com- 
pleted. The remaining million cubic meters are also virtually completed, because 
the construction company is now working to move these quantities from the outlet 
canal excavations to the area of the harbor, in accordance with a contract signed 
between the construction company and the port company. This work performed a great 
service for the Large Projects Organization, which is overseeing the Nahr al-Kabir 
al-Shamali Dam, because it saved additional funds of 15 million pounds and also 
saved time and effort to free the organization to devote next year to the remaining 
excavation and fill work for the body of the dam. Also, the experience of the public 
sector companies is being utilized to perform some work on parts of the project, 
such as the excavations for the outlet canal, the excavations for the canal to di- 
vert the course of the river, to carry out the cement work for these two canals, 
and to lay the concrete foundations to prevent leakage and mishaps in the river bed 
under the body of the dam. Quantities of cement work in the project thus far have 
amounted to 140,000 cubic meters of reinforced concrete. It is worth mentioning 
that public sector companies have supplemented the equipment and technical staff 
needed to complete this specialized work. Work on the first stage of the dam is 
expected to be completed early next year. 


When Will the Project Be Completed? 


When will the dam be completed and utilized to irrigate surrounding land? Engineer 
"Ala'al-Din Sulayman, general director of the project, says that according to the 
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plan proposed for the dam project, all work on the dam will be completed by 1983, 
The irrigation networks will be completed by the end of the next Five-Year Plan. 
Implementation of the irrigation networks is in conformity with and parallel to 
other work on the dam, so that the dam will be utilized soon after it ie completed, 


Benefits of Dam After Completion 


When completed the dam will be 52 meters high, resting on concrete foundations of 
40 meters. The volume of fill for the body of the dam will amount to 2 million 
cubic meters. It will irrigate 14,000 hectares of land and store 200 million cubic 
meters of flood water, since it is an intermediate dam, and this quantity will be 
distributed by three irrigation networks to the north, east and south of the city 
of Latakia. Field studies of the properties of the soil of this land demonstrated 
that half, or 7,000 hectares, were suited for growing citrus fruits and the other 
half for growing other fruits, vegetables, tobacco and olive trees. 


There are 38 villages throughout Latakia Province which will benefit from the 
services of this agricultural project. The city of Latakia and the villages sur- 
rounding the dam will be supplied with clean, fresh drinking water. 


We hope that work on the project proceeds according to plan. 
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